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In Lucem Per Noctem 
By the Rev. Robert Hugh Morris 


(Travelers from Geneva to Milan pass through the Simplon 

Tunnel, the longest inthe world. The time necessary to 

pass through is about thirty minutes. The distance is 
twelve and one-half miles.) 


RAGS, peaks, and snows beyond the eagle's flight! 
Chill mist and rain fall from the Alpine height. 
Between o’erhanging cliffs, mad-rushing cars 

Sweep down to catapult the mountain bars. 
Cloud-swallowed summit and a mighty mass 
Hide e’en the faintest glimpse of that high pass. 
Steel rails, steam-driven cars, can never climb 
Yon bare-faced, ice-glazed rocky peaks sublime : 
For groaning wind and sliding sleet and snow 
Cry, “ Thus far, but no farther, mayest ‘thou go!” 

Then sudden are we swallowed up of night— 

The tunnel’s thunders stoutest hearts affright! 
And flick’ring lamps shine with a feeble red. 

A billion tons of stone are o’er our head, 
While through th’ inferno gorge we hasten on 
Into the rayless deeps beneath Simplon. 

' Ad then! A blinding flash’of whitest light ! 
We shoot from out the tunnel and its hight. 
Before us now no mist, no snow, no ice: 

Italian skies, like those of Paradise, 
Have banished chill and frost and shiv ring gleom ; 


_And fragrant olive groves. burst. into bloom. 


So be it, Soul, when thou dost fare away : 
The grave’s deep tunnel be thy Gate of Day. 








The Place of Miracles 


Where you are is God's great miracle place. If 
it is not the place where you ought to be, he can work 
his miracle of grace to change your situation. _ If it is 
the place where God wants you to be, it is the place 
of miracle-supply and miracle-results. In. bold letters 


across a page of the Oriental Missionary Standard were 
printed these words : ‘‘I have commanded the ravens 
to feed thee there—(Tokyo, Japan). 1 Kings 17 : 4."" 


.When .Ged sends .us to a place of duty: he commands 
call. the .needéd supplies of grace. to be sent there. 


Ged’ s .gospel of grace and power is for now, and for 
here. 
Fmt 


_-A Business Man’s Puzzles 


Puzzling questions of detail in business can be 
solved by the Christian man. Christ is his Partner, 
and to that Partner he can turn naturally and instantly 
for the needed help. ‘Two friends were talking to- 
gether ‘about a small printing order that had to be 
filled out of town and that was needed quickly. It 


‘was a delicate piece of work, and there was not time 
‘for the submitting of a proof for approval, We’ ll 


ask the Lord to give the printer a good eye,’’ said 
one of the men. And without anxiety they forwarded 
the order, putting themselves in the hands of the 
printer—and the Lord. Many Christian business 
men who take all their great matters to Christ feel 
that human wisdom is. sufficient for. the smaller de- 
tails. Christ delights te be trusted for the small mat- 
ters as-weli as the great. 


a 

Inflow and Outgo 

With mathematical exactness a life gives out in 
blessing just what it takes in. And God seems to be 
far more concerned about our receiving than our giv- 
ing. A gréat Spiritual Jeadér in, the. India mission 
field’ wrote to’ a friend’ concerning John 7 : 37-39: 
‘« Note four inlets, and one outlet. If any man 
thirst, come, drink, belieye—then rivers of living 
water Shall flow from within. No wonder that Jesus 
can Promise that rivers will ‘flow out. We need not 


drink drops and expect rivers to flow out of our lives. 
We must drink in rivers before they can flow out."’ 
And the friend to whom he wrote, passing on the 
message, said: ‘‘ There is such need in most lives 
for a more intense thirst. Pray for us here that a 
great thirsting may be created in all our lives.’ It 
has been noted that there is scarcely a word in the 
New Testament epistles urging upon Christians’ tlie 
need of personal work in soul-winning. The great 
emphasis is laid upon this matter of receiving the 
Living Water. If the Christian will let Christ give 
him all that He longs to give, the Spirit himself witl 
take care of the witnessing that goes out from that life. 


x 
Getting Out of a Rut 


Probably none of us knows of all the ruts that he 
isin. But from time to time we are keenly conscious 
of something of this sort, and we long to get out of-it. 
Habitual tardiness is a rut. Two suburbanites were 
talking together about breaking the bad habit of hav- 
ing to run for the train. One of them said, ‘‘ The 
thing to do is to allow five minutes more in starting 
from the house.’’ The other protested,—the whole 
way from house to station was scarcely a five-minute 
walk. ‘*But,’’ said the first man, ‘‘when you're in 
arut and want to get out of it, you can’t afford to move 
along the edge of that rut. You've got to get clear 
away.’’ And he was talking more sensibly than his 
friend had realized. If we are habitually one minute 
behind time, it will not do to allow only one minute 
more than usual in the hope of establishing a reputa- 
tion for punctuality. Suppose we start to-day to break 
clear away from the ragged edge of at least the rut that 
we know about. 
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Knowing Good from Evil 


N ORDER to know good from evil it is not neces- 
sary to know evil. Indeed, a knowledge of evil 
makes it harder to distinguish good from it. . It 

is’ not necessary to know evil from good; it is only 
necessary that we distinguish good from evil. 

These two ways of acquiring knowledge may appear 
to be the same, but in principle they are as far apart 
as the east is from the west. Becoming acquainted 
with evil is full of danger. It tempts to the committing 
of evil. An intimate mastery of good is safe, guarding 
against evil. 

Any. one who has cultivated gardens or fields will 
testify that in order to keep the land free from weeds 
it is not necessary to know every weed that makes its 
appearance; it really is not necessary to know a single 
one of them, if only the one who cultivates has a thor- 
ough knowledge of the plants he is raising. 

Or take an illustration from the business world. - A 
young clerk who had started to work in a banking 
concern went up to the president one day, anxiously 

inquiring for.information on the matter of bad biils. 
He wanted to have such a thorough knowledge of bad 
bitis that whenever one should make its way. to his 
desk he might instantly detect its baseness; Without 
this knowledge successful banking seemed 'to him im- 
possidle. But the advice which the wise older banker 
gave him was quite different from anything he had 
expected. ‘You get thoroughly familiar with all 
geod ‘bills that come to your-hands,’’ said the bank 
president, ‘and you will experience no difficulty in 
detecting the bad ones at sight.’’ 

The young man.was disappointed. _He did not 
guess that the knowledge he wanted would have in- 
troduced him into the business of counterfeiting. Had 
he mastered the intricacies of the chemical elements, 
the peculiar curves,-and the ever-present imperfec- 
tions of bad money, the suggestion might have re- 





mained with hitn continually that he apply. this 
knowledge to his own advantage. . Instead of im- 
posing upon him a temptation of that kind, his chief 
turned his mind completely away from the study of 
bad money and to an intimate acquaintance with 
genuine bills. 

That clerk is not alone in his mistaken desire. The 
notion is prevalent among people that in order to 
know good from evil we must know evil. It sounds 
so plausible that not infrequently even the elect are de- 
ceived. Yet we all know that from the Garden of 
Eden down people have fallen through the desire to 
know evil. God did not deem it necessary for our 
first parents; the Devil suggested it. He knew that 
he was lying. What came to pass was exactly what 
he hoped for. By committing the sin to which he 
tempted them, our first parents did not gain the 
promised knowledge of good and evil; they lost it. 

The first damage of tasting sin is that it deprives 
one of the right judgment that is necessary in order to 
guard against it: Sin’ blinds and captivates. The 
incurable drunkard is typical of every sinner. He 
can no longer trust himself. There are times when 
with all this heart he would ‘do away with all saloons 
and liquor; but in spite of that he will enter again the 
same deadly doors. It is true in regard to personal 
impurity. The victim knows his wretchedness; but 
his eyes become darkened, his will grows weaker and 
weaker, until, after seemingly strong determination, 
he yields as readily as ever. We call it the slavery 
and bondage of sin. But all sin is equal slavery. 

There is a story current among the natives of the 
West Coast of Africa, regarding the entrance of sin 
into the world, that sounds remarkably like our 
own. ‘They tell how God had given man _ everything 
the heart could wish for life and happiness : but there 
was one hill which he forbade them to climb. For 
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many years the people enjoyed the good things of life. 
There was neither sickness nor death ; sorrew and 
pain were strangers. But upon one evil day the 
woman could no longer restrain her curiosity, She 
longed to know what that hill might contain. Finally, 
in spite of all fear, she climbed to its top. Then she 
became aware that something strange and hurtful 
was gaining possession of her. Returning, she was 
not able to tell what the hill contained, but she felt 
horribly aware of carrying something away with her. 
After that day plague followed plague among her 
people, until they were nearly wiped out. Nothing 
had she gained ; much had she lost. 

The perfect answer to every question of this kind is 
Christ himself. He became the great High Priest 
who is able to sympathize with the feelings of our in- 
firmities, though he never once tasted sin. When we 
reach a place where the allurements of evil seem too 
enticing or too overwhelming, we can turn to him and 
pray: ‘*O Saviour! Thou knowest what fearful force 
is setting itself against us. Thou knowest what the 
power of sin is. Deliver us, who suffer, being 
tempted.’ And it is precisely because he never 
knew sin that he alone is able fully to understand 
our situation, If acquaintance with sin blinds the 
eye, so does ignorance of sin keep the eye pure. If 
evil bewitches the understanding, the way of right 
gives understanding. Sin biases its victim in its own 
behalf; purity and righteousness afford true judg- 
ment. It is the case of the banker's clerk over again 
each time. Get thoroughly familiar with the good, 
and you can detect the bad at sight. 

Is not this the counsel of the Apostle, when he 
says: ‘‘In malice be ye babes, but in mind be 
men'’? Nowhere in the entire Book are we advised 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Our Heavenly Father: We thank thee for life’s oppor- 
tunities; for its denials; for its postponements; for all 
that schools us to patience, and isswes in the richer sat- 











to become versed in wrong; but everywhere are we 
warned to keep away from it and to get intimate with 
right. God himself ‘‘knoweth the righteous,’’ but 
the proud of heart and the wicked are strangers to 
him, He keeps evil at a distance. 

There is another fact which makes the knowledge 
of sin useless. Even in case that young clerk had 
mastered the arts and tricks of counterfeiting, it could 
not have guaranteed his handling of false bills. There 
is no standard of the false except the true. The false 
itself can never form a standard. It may. appear at 
any time under a different aspect. One counterfeiter 
would use different chemicals and work in different 
threads from another. No matter how many counter- 


feit bills one had learned to know from corner to cor- 
ner, inside and out, he could never be certain that the 
next base paper was made after any of those patterns. 
If, on the other hand, he has mastered every: particu- 
lar that is to be learned about true bills, he. possesses 
the standard according to which he can safely judge. 
To be on guard against evil we must know the good. 





Is It the Parents’ Fault ? 


I have just noted in the issue of January go Mr. Ridg- 
way says, ‘‘ When your boy goes tothe bad it will be your 
fault, I care not who you are. All the bad children in the 
Bible and out of it. , . have been the fault of the parents,"* 

Do you agree with that statement ? 

We studied Samson last month, and found his parents 
consecrated him to God much as Samuel's did ; but, in 
the greatest temptation of his life, he failed. He was not 
a:‘strong man spiritually. Why did he fail so grievously ? 
Were his parents to blame ? 

Samuel himself was a man of God, but t Samuel 8 : 3 
says: ‘‘Ilis sons walked not in his ways, but turned aside 
after lucre and took bribes." Was Samuel to blame that 
his sons turned out badly,—as Mr. Ridgway says? If so, 
how did Samuel fail as a father? 

I am sure that sometimes godly parents do all they can 
for their children, and still they sometimes ‘‘turn out 
bad."’ I do notdiscount parental responsibility, but other 
influences also have a bearing.—AN ILLINOIS READER. 

Because other influences Aave a bearing on chil- 
dren is only an additional reason why parents should 
recognize their own supreme responsibility. It is their 
responsibility, before God, so to fulfil their duty as 
parents that the many harmful influences directed 
against their children shall be successfully counter- 
acted. And this is possibile. Not only is it possible, 
but it is the God-given, Bible-revealed duty of parents, 

The Bible speaks a clear message on this. It con- 
tains many passages that ought to leave us in no 
doubt as to the truth that if children go to the bad it 
is the parents’ fault. What God said of Abraham he 
is ready to say of every parent who will let him: «I 
have known him, to the end that he may command 
his children and his household after him, that they 
may keep the way of Jelrovah'’ (Gen, 18:19). To 
Israel God said, ‘* And these words. . . shall be upon 
thy heart ; and thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest 
in thy héuse, and when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up”’ 
(Deut. 6: 6, 7),—why ?—so that thy children may go 
to the bad? No; ‘‘Observe and hear all these 
words which I command thee, that it may go well 
with thee, and with thy children after thee forever’’ 
(Deut. 12 : 28). The Psalmist knew this truth when 
he sang of God : 


** But thou art the same, 
And thy years shall have no end, 
The children of thy servants shall continue, 
And their seed shall be established before thee.’’ 
—Psalm 102: 27, 28. 


And again: ‘* The seed of the righteous shall be de- 
tivered'’ (Prov. 11 : 21); ‘* to you is the promise, and 
to your children’’ (Acts 2:.39). Passages that we 
have perhaps not realized included the assurance of 





our children's salvation must not be overlooked; ‘as 
for example Paul’s word ‘to the Ephesians (6 : 4): 
‘** And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath : 
but nurture them in the chastening ‘and adimdnition of 
the Lord,’’—and ‘then thé Lord will mock you, and. 
let them go to the bad? God forbid. -All this goes 
to corroborate the straightforward promise of God : 
‘« Train up a child in the way he should go, and even 
when he is old he wild not depart from it (Proy. 
22:6 \ 

De in connection with some of the precious 
promises of God to those who pray this is wholly rea- 
sonable. Surely it is the will of God that the children 
of God's own regenerated children should be saved. 
Therefore parents are peculiarly authorized to claim 
boldly the promise of God, given in 1 John 5 : 14, 15, 
when they pray for their children. Not that the 
parent is responsible for every sin. or failure in the 
child’s life. But parents whose own lives are right 
with God may confidently claim God's grace that their 
children shall not *‘ go to the bad.’’ 

Whenever facts of history or experience seem to be 
contrary to the Word of God, we may be sure that the 
trouble is not with God. He shows us that if the chil- 
dren of godly parents go to’the bad, it is the fault of 
those parents. His Word is not nullified by the fact 
that even Samuel himself may be one of the parents 
under question. We are told practically nothing in 
the Bible record as to Samuel's dealings with his 
children. This may have been one of the few failures 
of his life. Samson’s parents were undoubtedly 
greatly ta blame for Samson's life. 

We may not like to face this truth. There is much 
in the Bible that we do not like to face. - But on the 
other hand, it is one of the blessedest truths in the 
Bible that parents may confidently commit to God 
the salvation and safe-keeping, here and hereafter, . of 
their children. If they themselves are welcoming 
Christ as their own Lord and Master and are trusting 
him in childlike faith, then they may £uow, not hope, 
that it will be well with the child. 


a 
Money Debts and Preaching 


I have a problem, and as it is of a religious nature I 
thought you might help me. 

I feel that I was very definitely called to preach many 
years ago, and hardly a year has passed during the past 
eighteen years that I have not felt the Same call. Finally 
last July I said I would preach. Since that time I have been 
studying, and have preached a few:times ; and I am trving 
to get my business affairs straight so I can go to the Moody 
Bible Institute in Chicago and sperid a year or two in study. 

But I have been having a hard time to straighten out my 
business. ‘The financial depression, hit :this section last 
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August when the European war broke out and the price of, 
cotton dropped from 14 to 7 cents a pound. I am in debt 
more than seven thousand dollars, but it is not money we 

have ‘lived up” ; it is land debts. I ofa 7 soa 
too much land, and have not been able to sell rapidly 
enough to pay off the debts. And again, when I have 
made sales, I have been compelled to sell on acredit basis 
and take notes for half or more ofthe value. I have plenty 
of notes to pay me out of debt, and the notes draw seven 
and eight per cent, but I can't get the money to get myself 
out of debt. 

And I own my home here,—it is worth $2,600,—but I can 
find no sale for it. Now my wife and I both want to go to 
Chicago, but it does not seem best for us to run off and 
leave. our business in an unsettled condition. I want to 
-know what you think is the best thing todo, We are able 
to make the move if we could realize cash on’some of our 
assets, But that is the problem. -- —< 

We have three children (I am 42 years old) ; and it will 
take a thousand or two thousand dollars for us to live in 
Chicago, as I want to keep the children in school. 

I _am doing the best I can to get my business affairs; 
seals. but it is slow work. Sometimes | feel that pos-i- 
bly I should make some makeshift of an arrangement and 

g0 any way; and again I feel that I should use busi- 
ness judgment in going. When the Lord wants me to’ go 
I suppose he will provide a way. “fe 

Have you some good advice to offer?—A TEXAS 

READER. 


The King’s Business needs men of ‘‘good business 
judgment.’’ God rarely asks a man to abandon good 
business judgment in order to do His will. True, in 
utterly exceptional cases God may ask us to do some- 
thing that is contrary to human reason ; but not often; 
he expects us to ascertain his will by a commonsense 


consideration of all the circumstances that are involved. ~ 


God does not want us to dishonor our obligations to 
our fellow-men in order to honor him, We cannot 
honor him in that way. . Therefore the money obliga- 
tions of this earnest Christian who longs to preach the 
gospel must be legitimately, honorably cared for. If 
they can be thus cared for while at the same time pre- 
paration for preaching is entered upon, well and good. 
If they cannot be, then surely it does not look as though 
God was calling this man yet to study for preaching— 
at the expense of his human creditors. Family obli- 
gations must also be considered : the children’s need 
of their parents’ companionship and training. 

If the creditors’ needs and the children's needs can 
be met, under the guidance of God and with His un- 
mistakable approval, and preparation for preaching 
also be entered upon at His call and direction, God 
will bless the result. Duties never conflict ; God can 
and will dispose of them all when Ais .way alone is 
sought through prayer and common sense. 


x 
Taking Chances 


I read in a recent number of ‘The Sunday School Times 
an article on games of chance, the tenor of which disap- 
proved of them. 

In climbing difficult mountains, crossing deserts, shoot- 
ing rapids in a canee, sailing boats, and hunting animals 
that are dangerous and fully able to injure or kill the 
hunter,—all these diversions have more or less chance and 
risk in them, but require self-confidence, resourcefulness, 
courage, strength, pluck, and other good qualities. Is 
there anything to. be said against such pleasures? For 
such I like. —A NEW JERSEY READER. 

Chance is uncertainty. Life is full of uncertainty, 
from the cradle to the grave. To get beyond the 
reach of uncertainty, or in that sense chance, we 
should have to get out of life. Therefore ‘‘ taking 
chances’ is a daily, hourly experience and duty. But 
we have no right to take any chances that are not 
strictly within the line of our duty. The man who 
risks his life in a recreation or amusement in which 
he does not have to take part, and in which there is 
large risk of injury or death, is doing wrong. There 
is a clear distinction between recreations that are un- 
duly dangerous, and those in which the element of 
‘*chance’’ is only what may be called the normal 
one. A man may turn an ankle, or break a leg, in 
a game of tennis ; yet that fact does not make it wrong 
for him to play tennis. But it would be wrong for 
him to shoot the rapids above Niagara Falls, for the 
sport of it, and in the hope of getting back safely. 
The ‘two risks are fundamentally different. A man 
who has. responsibilities as a husband, father, busi- 
ness man, and above all the responsibility of letting 
God. use his life to the uttermost, has no right to incur 
unnecessary danger simply because he likes it. But 
he can quietly face death or any other danger when 
God calls him to do so. ‘ ° 

Anything which tends to make ‘‘chance’’ a chief 
element in our games or other activities is to be ques- 
tioned. Unnecessary risk and unnecessary chance 
are to:be avoided. 

Finally, to the Christian who is living wholly within 
the will.of God, nothing ‘‘happens.’’ The future 
may be ‘full.of uncertainty,—hidden. from view ; but 
he -knows ‘that something— Some one —better than 
chance is determining all that comes into his life. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 14 (: Sam. rr) 





What the War May Mean 


ow will Iseael_be “ between the hammer and the anvil’? vay o: 
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J JHAT does the war actually mean to the Jews in 
the 
a lurid light on the tragedy of Israel's condi- 
tion among the nations, and should move Christian 
hearts to prayer and intercession on their behalf. 
The great Jewish historian Josephus, in commienc- 
ing to write the history of his people’s desperately 
heroic but futile death struggle with the great Roman 
world-power which ended with the destruction of Jeru- 
salem and the temple and the dispersion of the rem- 
nant of the people into all parts of the world, says:in 
his preface to ‘‘The Jewish War’’: ‘It appears to 
me that the misfortunes of all men from the beginning 
of the world, if they be compared with those of ‘the 
Jews, are not so considerable as- they were. . . this 
makes it impossible for me to contain my lamenta- 
tions.’" What was this but a repetition ofthe lament 
of the prophet Jeremiah at‘ the very beginning -of 
-Israel’'s national tribulations and subjugation to Gen- 
tile world-power which commenced with the destruc- 
tion of the city and temple by the Chaldeans? ‘Is 
it nothing to you, all ye that pdss by ?’’ he exclaims. 
‘* Behold and see if there be any sorrow like unto my 
sorrow, Which is done unto me: wherewith Jehovah 
hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.’’ 
And so it has been: all through the centuries. No 
people has had to suffer and weep so much as the 
Jews. Oh, that at last Israel might lay it to heart 
and ask themselves what can be the cause of this 
long continued controversy between God and them if 
it be not (as Scripture clearly tells us) a progressive 
national apostasy which culminated in the rejection 
of their own Messiah and Saviour? What this fearful 
war means to the Jews may be judged from the fol- 
lowing facts : ; 


Half a Million Jews at War 

Qver' half.a million Jews. are mobilized in the dif- 
ferent armies fighting against one another in opposite 
camps, for interests to which many of them are,-as 
Jews, opposed. Count Tolstoi, Mayor of St. Peters- 
burg (or Petrograd, as it is now called), stated at a 
conference of Russian mayors in Moscow a few weeks 
ago that there are at present 350,000 Jews fighting 
under the colors of Russia alone—a land in which, to 
say tlie least, they are treated as ‘‘aliens,’’ though 
they have lived there for centuries. Over 100,000 
are in the.armies of Austria-Hungary, in which. large 
numbers of officers, too, are Jews ; not to mention the 
large contingents of Jewish soldiers in the armies of 
France, Germany, Servia, and the many who have 
voluntarily enlisted under the banner of England. 
Then the scene of the ** Eastern’’ field in this terrible 
conflict—that between Russia, Austria, and Germany 
—is just in the area which might be called the Euro- 
pean ‘‘ pale’ of Jewish settlement ; about half of the 
whole Jewish nation being massed along that line ; 
and in many of the towns méntioned in the war news 
of that district a very large proportion of the total 
population are Jews. 

But the saddest fact about Israel's present condition 
among the nations is, that in spite of their sincere 
loyalty, and their readiness to serve, by every possi- 
ble means, the countries of their sojourning, even 
where, as in Russia, Roumania, etc., they have hitherto 
been deprived of the rights of citizenship, they have 
always, as a people, been regarded with suspicion by 
all contending parties alike, who have equally treated 
them as their lawful prey. 

In spite of the great enthusiasm, and the sacti- 
fices which the Jews are making for the national 
cause in Russia, the anti-Semitic organs in Russian 
Poland are even now trying to stir up the Russians and 
Poles against them, by accusing them of pro-German 
sympathies ; whilst the Germans and Austrians are at 
the very same time reported as shooting down unarmed 
Jews, and committing terrible atrocities upon them in 
Kalish, and other places in Poland, because they re- 
gard them as their enemies and as friends of Russia ! 

Truly, poor Israel in dispersion always comes, 4s it 
were, ‘* between the hammer and the anvil.’’ 

But now from the gloom and deep darkness which is 
at present covering the Jewish people, and the Gen- 
tile nations, let us turn our eyes to the future. Every 
true laborer for the spiritual welfare of Israel may, I 
thistk, in a very special sense be regardéd-as a watch- 
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ably tew of the journalists who write on the subject know that the 
ultimate destinies of all the nations are wrapped up in the future of 
leracl, God's chosen nation. 

David Baron, the director of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
Israel, Editor of The Scattered Nation, and a noted author, has been 
spoken of by Christian leaders as the man who knows more about the 
Jews (his own-people) than any other living man. Mr. Baron's mis- 
sion, founded twenty-one years ago, with ite headquarters in London 
- and centers in Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Russia, reaches out to 
the Jewish people in practically all the lands of their dispersion. 

2Mr. Baron's message to readers of The Sunday: School Times con- 
tains no wild guesses about what may happen to Israel. His words 
aboutthe present and future of his persecuted brethren are based on 
his own intimate knowledge and on “the sure word ‘of prophecy,” 
and they are a strong plea to Gentile Christians for a deep heart 
interest in Isracl.- _ 





= 





man on the walls.of Zion, and the question may well 
be addressed to him, ‘*Watchman, what of the 
night?’ (or literally, how far is it in the night? that 
is, how much of it still remains ?) 

In the ritual of the Temple the morning sacrifice 
had to be offered at a point of time between the first 
indications of dawn and actual sunrise, and during 
the last hour of the night several Levites who were 
designated Shommerim la’ bokker, **Watchers for 
the Morning’’ (to whom there is a very probable re- 
ference in Psalms 130 :6)—took their stand on a 
watch tower on one of the pinnacles of the Temple, 
with their eyes intensely fixed in a certain direction, 
with a view to catch the first indications of the ap- 
proaching dawn. - Meanwhile at the altar of burnt- 
offering everything was prepared, and the priests stood 
ready waiting for. the signal. At last the signal was 
given in words which are preserved in the Talmud. 
The cry was raised by the Watchers for the Morning, 
‘* The sky ts lit as far as Hebron,’’ and when that sig- 
nal was given the morning sacrifice was slain, and the 
daily routine of the Teinple ritual commenced. 

ow we also are Watchers for the Morning. 
a beautiful designation of the ideal attitude of the 
church as a whole, but more particularly of those who 
are ‘* watchmen on the walls of Zion.'" We stand on 
our watch-tower straining our eyes if perchance we may 
catch ‘the first indications of the approaching dawn. 
And if the question be put to us ‘* Watchman, what 
of the night ?'’ our answer must be first of all that, 
though the night is ‘‘far spent,’’ 2 zs stz// night. 

There be ‘many leaders and teachers in the churches 
who wanted us to believe that the long promised morn- 
ing has already broken ; that the course of the present 
dispensation will be as the shining light which will 
shine more and more unto the perfect day ; and that 
as the result of human progress, along with the preach- 
ing of the gospel, a millennium of peace and blessed- 
ness when there shall be no more war, and when ev- 
ery one shall know the Lord, will be gradually intro- 
duced en this earth, To such the fearful conflict be- 
tween the most cultured ‘*Christian’’ nations, with 
all the unspeakable horrors which are being daily en- 
acted, may serve as an awakening, and to bring them 
to a simple faith in the Word of God which distinctly 
tells us that, far from the Morning having already 
come, the course of this present dispensation is mor- 
ally and spiritually one of deepening gloom, and ends 
in thick darkness and universal apostasy. 


World Ruin Not Christ’s Failure 

Not that there has been a frustration of God’s plan, 
or that the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ has failed 
in that whereunto it was sent. Christ's commission 
to his disciples in this present age was not to ‘‘con- 
vert the world’’ or to ‘‘ Christianize the nations,’’ but 
to preach the gospel as a witness to all the nations, 
and the result, as was foretold by himself and his in- 
spited apostles in advance would be ‘To take out of 
the Gentiles a people for his name'’ and to bring a 
remnant according to the election of grace from Israel, 
to a saving knowledge of their Messiah. 

But as to Christendom—with its boasted progress, 
and culture,“and with its maxims and principles based 
not on the self-revelation of the God of Israel, and 
the gospel of our.Lord Jesus Christ, but on Gentile 

~philosophies and human’ ‘expediencies, it is 2m its 
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midst chiefly that anti-Christian world-power has its 
seat, and its end is not to be merged into the church, 
but to’ be cut off in judgment. No; it is still the 
night of darkness and of weeping to the world, and to 
Israel : and to the church too, as far as its outward 
environment is concerned. And the whole creation 
is still groaning and travailing in pain together, having 
in the mysterious appointment of God become in- 
volved in the consequence of man’s sin, d#¢—and this 
is the solemn and joyful announcement which we can 
make in answer to the question, ‘* Watchman, what of 
the night ?’’—<**Tlie Day is,’’ in a sense much more 
imminent than when the apostle used the words, ‘at 
hand,"* and it will be ushered in by the rising of ‘* the 
Sun of Righteousness with healing in his wings,"’ or 
in the plain yet sublime language of the New Testa- 
ment, by ‘‘the glorious appearing ’’ (or ‘‘the appear- 
ing of the Glory’’) of our great God and Saviour 
Jesus Christ."" Then the long looked-for Day will at 
last break on this world, and all the clouds and 
shadows ‘will flee away."’ 

But once again the question may be asked, ‘* Watch- 
man, how far is it in the night?’ What indications 
are there that ‘‘the day’’ must be very near at hand ? 
More especially, is ‘*the sky at last deginning to be 
lit up as far as Hebron’’—that is, over the Jewish 
land and people, precursory to the rising of the Sun 
of Righteousness upon this earth? What is the rela- 
tion of this present terrible war to the fulfilment of 
prophecy? In the original passage in Isaiah 21, 
where the question is first put, the prophet’s answer 
is, ‘‘ The morning cometh and also the night: if ye 
will inquire, inquire ye, return, come,’’—the primary 
sense of which probably is that at present the outlook 
is checkered, and the situation not very clear, but the 
position is full of possibilities, and calls for close 
watchfulness and inquiry. ‘‘ Inquire again,’’ he says 
—/‘‘return, come.”’ 


When the Great Events of Prophecy Begin 

As far as this great war by itself is concerned, awful 
and terrible as it is, it is not easy for prophetic stu- 
dents just at present to know where to place it in 
relation to prophecy, except that it is included in the 
Lord's forecast, ‘‘ There shall be wars and rumors of 
wars,’’ in reference to which he warns his disciples 
not to be ‘‘troubled.’’ The center of prophecy in 
relation to God’s governmental dealings with the na- 
tions is Jerusalem, and during the parenthetical period 
of Israel’s banishment from the land, and dispersion 
among the nations, Scripture passes over the history 
of the Gentile world-powers for the most part in 
silence. There are, of course, the prophetic forecasts 
of the character, history, and end of the professing 
church—‘‘the kingdom of heaven"’ in its present in- 
visible phase—or ‘‘Christendom’’—given hy our 
Lord Jesus in a series of parables, and in the Olivet 
discourse, and by the holy apostles in the episties— 
forecasts which have fully and minutely verified them- 
selves as the history of Christendom has progressed, 
but it is only when the Jews are once more recognized 
as a nation in Palestine that prophetic Scripture takes 
special cognizance again of the doings of the Gentile 
nations, in as far as they are brought into contact with 
the land and people of Israel, and with the Kingdom 
which the God of heaven shall then set up in visible 
form on the earth, 

But though we may not at this moment know where 
to place this war in the prophetic chart, it is most 
clear and manifest that it is going mightily to affect 
the nations, and to alter considerably the map of 
Europe. The position is indeed pregnant with solemn 
and awful possibilities, It is within the range of 
possibility, for instance, that one result of the awful 
conflict may be the emergence in their final form of 
the ‘‘ten kingdoms ’’ within the area of the old Roman 
world West and East, and certain moral and political 
developments may arise from it which will prepare the 
way for the last great events which will close ‘‘ the 
times of the Gentiles.’’ - 

But it is especially to the Jewish nation that all 
** Watchers for the Morning '* turn with unerring in- 
stinct for the surest signs of the times ; for Israel is, 
as has been weil said, ‘‘ God's time-piece, long dere- 
lict and silent, but soon to beat in unison with His 
periods, and clearly to herald their accomplishment. "’ 
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‘* Now from the fig-tree'’ (which is the emblem of 
the Jewish nation) ‘‘learn her parabie,’’ said our 
Lord Jesus. ‘‘ When her branch is now become 
tender and putteth forth its leaves, ye know that the 
summer is nigh; even so ye also when ye see all these 
things’’ (that is, indications of the revival of the Jew- 
ish nationality) ** know that He is nigh, even at the 
doors.’’ Space does not permit my touching on the 
various signs that the Jewish fig-tree which many 
thought to be altogether dead is beginning ‘‘to put 
forth its leaves,’’ and to give unmistakable proof of 
renewed national vitality. What a striking fact in 
this connection is the perfectly marvelous increase of 
the Jewish people, so that whereas at the beginning 
of the eighteenth century there were only about 
3,000,000 of them left in the world, they are now a 
nation 13,000,000 strong, And the surprising feature 
of this latest calculation of ine number of Jews is the 
officially authenticated fact that just in the country 
where they have been most persecuted (Russia) and 
which during the past three decades has driven forth 
two and a half millions of them to seek an asylum in 
other countries (chiefly the United States and Can- 
ada), there are more Jews to-day than ever before! 

And more significant perhaps than their marvelous 
increase in numbers is the growing and deepening 
sense among millions of them that they are a mation, 
and that their destiny is not to be assimilated among 
the other nations, but to play a separate réle, and to 
fulfil a distinct mission when once they are restored 
to their own land of Palestine, which a: prominent 
Jewish writer in a recent article called ‘* the everlast- 
ing center of Jewish Hope.’’ 

As to the likely consequence to them of this great 
war it is interesting to note that in Europe at any rate 


THE SUNDAY SGHOOL TIMES 


the Jews themselves are not without hope that even 
to them good will by the over-ruling providence of 
God come out of this geet evil, It is confidently 
expected that in Russia a great change in their condi- 
tion will be brought about through this war, But this 
is not all. Greater and still more wonderful things 
may emerge from the general upheaval which is now 
taking place. ? 

When once a solution of ‘the Jewish problem'’ is 
effected which includes a recognition of Jewish na- 
tionality and the Jews’ right to Palestine, then indeed 
will ‘the sky be lit up as far as Hebron’’ and the 
last solemn events of this age will begin to fulfil them- 
selves in rapid succession. 

Let me conclude with a paragraph from a recent 
number of The Scattered Nation in reference to 
the proper attitude of believers at this great crisis in 
the world’s history. 

‘* But though the heavens and the earth shall be 
shaken, the hope of the righteous shall not. perish 
with the convulsions, nor, even at last, with the wreck 
of the world, All things shall be shaken, that the 
things that cannot be shaken may remain. And when 
men's hearts fail them with fear, and for looking after 
those things that are coming upon the earth, it is the 
glorious privilege of the faithful in Jesus, and an act 
of obedience enjoined by him as their Master, to lift 
up their heads,- and to know that the Kingdom of God 
is nigh at hand, and their redemption draweth nigh. 
Above all, praying that God, for his Church's sake, 
would shorten these days, and ‘that it would please 
him of his gracious goodness shortly to accomplish the 
number of his elect from Jew and Gentile, and hasten 
his Kingdom.’ "* 

Lonpon, Ene. 
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* INETY-THREE years: young,’’ was’ Fanny 
Crosby's own account of herage. Certainly 
her countenance, her conversation, her very 

presence, seemed to radiate the spirit of youth, with the 
twinkle of a mischievous girl, the charm of a child- 
like faith and the gracious cordiality of a winsome 
maiden, It was eleven days before her anniversary 
when I called on her and when she wrote for me, 
guided by her grandniece’s hand, 


FANNy J. CROSBY 
March 13, 1913. 


Every one in Bridgeport loved ‘‘Aunt Fanny."’ 

Her pastor gives a glowing description of her beauti- 
ful personality ; her birthday was celebrated each year 
in the church, the ninety-third with the presence of 
George C, Stebbins and others ; the policemen knew 
her, and even ‘‘ her boys’’ in the jail have moved her 
to tears by their singing of her ‘‘ Pass me not, O gentle 
Saviour.”’ 
_ In many a place throughcut the land her presence 
has been felt. Twenty-two years ago I attended the 
college’ conference at Northfield. Never shall I for- 
get the occasion when that genial host, the late 
Dwight L. Moody, annou=ced to the boys that Fanny 
Crosby was to come to the platform. The great 
audience rose to its feet as she came up the aisle, 
and sang with an enthusiasm I have never heard ex- 
celled her ‘‘Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.’’ 

In her lifetime she met some of America’s choic- 
est men. William Cullen Bryant praised her work : 
Horace Greeley asked her to write for the Tribune ; 
she met presidents, statesmen, preachers, schol- 
ars, and poets, amd was the inspiration of many a 
humble life as well. 

Born March 24, 1820, in Putnam County, New 
York, she lost her eyesight through the application of 
a hot poultice, when only six weeks old ; she removed 
to Ridvefield, Conn. ; at fifteen she attended the In- 
stitute for the Blind in New York ; she was for eleven 
years a teacher in that institution ; married in 1858 
Mr. Van Alstyne, a teacher of music in the same 


place, also blind ; buried her husband thirteen years, 


ago, and for fifteen years has lived in Bridgeport, 
Conn, She has written over six thousand poems and 
songs ; many of these under different names, having 
utilized. over a hundred. pen names. 

When only nite years old, a neighbor read to her 
so much of ‘the Bible that she memorized the Penta- 
teuch (with the exception. of Leviticus), the four Gos- 


pels, and many other parts. Even at her advanced 
age she could repeat the. Gospel of. John,.., La fact, I 
have met few people who, could quote.so much Scrip- 
ture so readily and so aptly, in the.course of a. con- 
versation. Her rendition of parts of Jacob's farewell 
to his sons in Genesis 49 was like, a beautiful poem in 
its rapturous. expressiveness. ..She told: me, that the 
ready availability of the Bible language proved in- 
valuable to her in her writing and in her life. 

Two of her recent productions are indicative of two 
strong characteristics, One is.an.expression of love 
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for her church. For the year book of the First Meth. 
odist Church of Bridgeport she wrote, beginning : 
Our Cuurcu, 
O temple of the highest, 
O church of Christ our King, 
Another year of blessing 
Inspires the praise we bring. 
The Lord himself has led us : 
His spirit from above 
Still binds our hearts together 
In bonds of Christian love. 


Love for her friends (I might add, for every one) was 
almost as marked. Grover Cleveland when seventeen 
years old was a clerk in the Institute for the Blind, 
greatly depressed by the death of his father. Whom 
but this blind comforter of thousands should the super- 
intendent designate to cheer the future president? 
Their friendship grew. At the dedication in Prince- 
ton on his seventy-sixth anniversary, this was part of 
her greeting : 

Noble statesman, crowned with laurels, 
Thou art gone to thy reward, 

Thou hast heard the precious welcome 
Of thy Saviour and thy Lord, 

May we follow in thy footsteps 
‘Till our faith is lost in sight, 

And we greet thee in the morning, 
Nevermore to say good night. 


‘Safe in the arms of Jesus’’ is the song for which. 
she received most widespread gratitude. It was 
written at the request of W. Howard Doane, for whom 
she produced many songs. Calling at her home one 
day, he said, ‘‘ Fanny, I have a new tune for which 
I wish words with the thought of safe in the arms of 
Jesus ; | must catch my train in forty minutes ; can 
you help me?’’ ‘I'll try,’’ was her response. She 
rushed to her room. As was always her custom be- 
fore writing, she knelt to seek divine help ; rising, she 
completed in fifteen minutes the words which have 
comforted many thousands, 

On another occasion the composer brought her a 
new tune, and suggested that she wait for the appro- 
priate words. About a week afterward she heard of 
the death of a friend, whose family were nearly dis- 
tracted in their bereavement. This seemed her op- 
portunity. With tears she wrote: 

We shall reach the summer-land, 
Some Sweet day, by and’ by. 


So I'might continue to write of her songs. ‘* There's 
acry from Macedonia’’ has resounded in many an 
Endeavor meeting for missions ; ‘‘ Oh, what are you 
going to do, brother?’’ and ‘Jesus is calling’’ have 
been sung by many an evangelist ; ‘‘Jesus, keep me 
near the cross,’’ ‘‘Only a step to Jesus,’’ and ‘‘ More 
like Jesus would I be’’ have expressed the longings 
of many a Christian heart; while ‘‘Sweet hour of 
prayer’’ and ‘‘’ Tis the blessed hour of prayer’’ have 
graced many a mid-week service, The older boys 
and girls will be glad to recognize in her also the au- 
thor of those popular old songs, ‘‘ There’s music in 
the air,’’ ‘* Hazel Dell,’’ and ‘* Speed Away.”’ 

Mrs. Van Alstyne had a resonant voice. A peculiar 
feature of her public speaking was that she always 
held a small book in her hand, usually a Testament, 
and whenever she lacked the word she wished she 
touched the book to her lips and immediately re- 
gained the current of her language. : 

The most beautiful feature of ‘‘ Aunt Fanny’s’’ career 
to me was her wholesome outlook on life, ‘I have 
no affliction,’’ she said tome, ‘‘ What is the loss of 
one little faculty, when if has helped me to so many 
opportunities? My whole life might have lost its 
usefulness if I had not become blind.’’ It is the 
same spirit that pervaded her life from the time when, 
eight years old, she wrote her first poem, beginning, 


O what a happy child I am, 
Although I cannot see ; 

T am resolved that in this world 
Contented I will be, 


Whatever our point of view, our lines of inclusive- 
ness or exclusiveness, may we not profitably devote at 
least one song or one recitation of an opening or closing 
service as a tribute to her who was a living exemplifica- 
tion of the gospel of peace and good-will? In closing 
let me quote from Will Carleton’s prefatory of words 
in her interesting ‘‘ Memories of Eighty Years’ : 


Song bird in the dark, 
Adding each day unto our lyric treasures 
And rising like the lark 
Nearer to heaven he each ecstatic measure ; 
Sing on, O rich, clear voice, 
*Mid the world’s clamor for this world’s possession, 
Thou art the angel’s voice 
To. give their sweetest anthems earth’s expression. 


New York CITY. 
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Taking the Sunday Campaign to the 
Boys and Girls - - - - By Philip E. Howard 
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TRAIGHT from school they had come, and when 
S the automobile rolled up to the sidewalk in front 


ot a church on the city's edge, the boys and girls - 


were already within the building awaiting Miss Gam- 
lin. 
She is used to crowds like this. During the weeks 


of the Sunday Party’s labors in. Philadelphia she has - 


been reaching out into the centers of child-population 
to gather from well-populated districts into churches 
located not far from grammar schools crowds of boys 
and girls of the early teen age for gospel services. 


Miss Alice Miriam Gamlin came to Philadelphia to. 
engage in a work that was new in the Sunday Cam- . 


paigns. Her work as superintendent of the Evangel- 
istic Department of the New York State Sunday School 
Association had given her some seven years of expe- 
rience in soul-winning among boys and girls, where 
she held from twenty-two to twenty-four services each 
twelve days, excepting in the summer, during all that 
time. According to the best records she could get, 
about one-third of the boys and girls who confessed 

_ Christ in these meetings became members of the 
church. -So Miss Gamlin has expected, and is get- 
ting, results in Philadelphia, by the blessing of God. 
And no small part of the careful preparation for all this 
has been due to the tireless labors of the Rev. Geo. G. 
Dowey, the County Sunday School Secretary, who 
has utilized the district plan of the Association in ar- 
ranging locations with great tactical skill. 

The church was well filled on that bright afternoon, 
Several pastors were there, a number of teachers and 
parents, and a crowd of eager boys and girls. Miss 
Gamlin looked out for their comfort first, overcoats 
off, hats under the seats, and everybody atease. The 
singing was hearty and got better with every verse, as 
Mrs. E. N. MacMillan led the boys and girls in some 
of the favorite campaign hymns, 

When the time came for Miss Gamlin to speak, and 
it came quickly, she started in so expectantly and 


quietly that the restlessness of the youngsters quite 


forgot to assert itself, and the young folks were lisien- 
mg before they knew it to the story of a picnic given 
for children of the New York downtown districts. 
Then Miss Gamlin led their thought to a great com- 
pany of people seated on the ground out of doors ina 
distant land long ago, and a boy who had a little bread 
and some fish which were most wonderfully used that 
day to feed the hungry thousands. It was not a far 
cry from that to the call to Christ's service, tu loyalty 
to him, to confession of him. And Miss Gamlin 
without any show of anxiety or urging asked any boys 
of twelve to rise who would like to give their best to 
Christ. The boys were slow to respond at first. But 
Miss Gamlin showed no uneasiness, She continued 
to speak quietly to them, and then asked if any boy 
of thirteen, and then of fourteen, had the courage to 
rise. No one as yet responded, Then she turned to 
the girls with the same constraining call, and almost 
at once a number rose. She encouraged others to do 
likew ise. 

Then the boys had another chance. And they took 
it. Up they came, standing quietly in their places, 
their number increasing moment by moment. The 
girls were rising to their feet, at the. speaker's call, 
and soon I should think fifty out of the two hundred 
in the room had signified their wish to give their 
hearts to Christ, —to give their best. 

The pastors moved about the room then, at Miss 
Gamlin’s request, and let the boys .and girls sign a 
simple decision card, and with a prayer and a hymn 
the meeting was over. It was all so quietly and sim- 
ply done that one wondered why such meetings are 
not held oftener, with like results. In one church 
a thousand boys and girls gathered, and an overflow 
meeting was necessary. The boys and girls are ready. 
What about the workers ? 

We were away in a few moments to another church 
a few miles distant, and there we found a similar 
company gathered, listening to an opening Bible story 
by Mr. John S. Wurts, the Chairman of the Boys and 
Girls Meetings Committee of the campaign. When 
Miss Gamlin arrived she took up the narrative, and 
led gradually to the invitation, with many responses 
in that meeting as well. One girl of twelve followed 
us to the limousine, and asked if we were coming 
again some time. ‘Because if you are,’’ she said, 








‘*I want to come.’’ She had signed a card in the 
meeting. 

We sped away to the heart of the city again, and 
Mr. Wurts got out of the car near his office. He had 
taken the time from his legal practise to open the 
second. meeting miles from his office, and then was at 
his desk again in the dark of the early evening. And 
this service he renders day after day, gladly and en- 
thusiastically. It is no new thing for him to work for 
boys and girls. He is the director-in-chief of the 
Philadelphia Daily Vacation Bible Schools, and Mrs. 
MacMillan is the director of music in the same enter- 
prise, a movement in which fourteen denominations 
co-operate and which enrolled twenty-three thousand 
children in Philadeiphia last summer. 

Upon this work, and the organization of the Phila- 
delphia County Sunday School Association, rests the 
plan for the boys and girls’ meetings of the Sunday 
Campaign. Miss Gamlin herself interviews pastors 
individually, and holds meetings for them in which 
locations and plans are determined, and Mr. Wurts 
has just been elected Superintendent of Evangelism 
for the County Sunday School Association with a view 
to following up the work and the impulses of the cam- 
paign. It is his hope that plans will be made to in- 
struct the converts in three things ; the fundamentals 
of the Christian faith ; how to live the Christian life ; 
how to serve as Christians. 

Up to this time in the campaign about 3,600 boys 
and girls have signed the decision cards, which read: 
‘*T believe that Jesus died for me, and I now accept 
Him as my Saviour.'' These cards are sent to the 
Tabernacle post-office, and then held subject to the 
call of the pastors, who sign for them when delivered. 
The names are also copied by Miss Gamlin’s com- 
mittee. 

In addition to this extension work, special meetings 


‘have been held for boys and girls in the tabernacle, 


addressed by Mr, Sunday, a study of whose methods 
with young people in the teen age will be given later. 

' Miss Gamlin, after her two meetings in the after- 
noon, holds as often as may be a parents and teach- 
ers’-meeting in the evening, for quickening them in 
soul:winning. So the plan is comprehensive, and it 
does reach those for whom it is intended. - The boys 
and girls are not dragooned into anything. They 
seem to do what they decide to do because they have 
made up their minds. And they do seem to know 
what they are about. Why shouldn't they? When 
Mr, Wurts asked a group of boys what makes Jesus 
different from other great teachers, one answered: 
‘« Why, Jesus is the only teacher that is able to give 
you the power to be like him."’ ; 

A boy came up to one of the workers after a ineet- 
ing, and said: ‘I want to put my name on a card."’ 

‘* Were you here to-day ?’’ he was asked. ‘‘ No,”’ 
he answered, ‘‘ but I heard Miss Gamlin yesterday, 
and I have been thinking it over, and I came to-day 
to do it.’’ 

As Miss Gamlin was about to enter one of the 
churches a few days ago, a boy stepped up to her and 
inquired, ‘‘ Is this the place where boys and girls can 
get converted ?’’ 

Miss Gamlin was startled. She had never heard 
such a question as that. ; 

‘*Why, yes, 1 hope so,’’ she answered. 
do you ask?"’ 

‘« Well,’’ said the boy, ‘‘I ask because I want to 
get converted,'’ and he went with the évangelist into 
the church, When the invitation was given that boy 
was the first to rise. And not only that. On the 
next day he was in the meeting again and brought 
another boy with him. The apostolic enthusiasms 
are not dead. But it may be that some of us must 
go to the child to learn what enthusiasm means, 
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Music a powerful factor in revivals, how it actually 
works,—an inveryiew with Billy Sunday's chorister. 
In the Evangelism Number of The Sunday School 
Times next week. articles in this special num- 
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Revival Happenings in Philadelptia 

Philadelphia’s Harvest Weeks.—Fifteen thousand 
men went wild with enthusiasm on the Sunday night that 
Billy Sunday announced that he would extend his stay in 
Philadelphia to ten weeks, closing March 14. On Thurs- 
day night of the seventh week the estimated number of 
‘*trail-hitters ’’ had reached 26,013, not including the thous- 
ands of children who have taken their first stand for Christ. 


Young Women and Purity.—Miss Frances Miller has 
won the hearts of Philadelphia’s young women, They 
had heard before the campaign was very old of her famous 
lecture on purity, and six thousand young women crowded 
into the First. Regiment Armory when the meeting was an- 
nounced, She spoke as one who knew the temptations of 
business women, and she spoke plainly. She repeated the 
lecture twice, each time to crowded audiences, and those 
who heard said she did effectively for the women what Mr, 
Sunday did for the men in his plain purity talks to them, 


For Women Only.—While Billy Sunday is delivering 
his heaviest blows against sin at the men’s meetings on 
Sunday afternoons and evenings, the women are not being 
neglected. The women speakers of the Sunday party face 
three thousand women each week at a Sunday afternoon 
meeting in the Metropolitan Opera House, 

Miss Grace Saxe on Sunday, February 2: ave her im- 
pressive address on the Second Coming of Christ, and sixty- 
eight women answered the call when the invitation to accept 
Christ was quietly given. 

Mrs. Sunday addressed the women on the following Sun- 
day. ‘* Ye are my witnesses ’’ was her subject. Hundreds 
of women pledged themselves to start prayer lists and to 
pray through for loved ones and friends ; and forty-six took 
their stand for Christ. 


The Amusement Sermon Demonstration.—No Phila- 
delphia theater or ball or card-party ever attained the wild 
opularity of this amusement sermon that scathingly ana- 
yzes and poss sr etgag A epee these three amusements 
of modern society. Billy Sunday announced that he would 
preach the sermon to the church people on Thursday after- 
noon, February 11, to business women on Thursday even- 
ing, to men only on Friday evening, and to high-school 
pupils and teachers on Saturday afternoon. At twelve 
o’clock on Thursday they telephoned Mr. Sunday that the 
tabernacle was filled, and that outside were 10,000 clamoring 
to get in. What should be done? Billy himself decided 
it. He hurried to the tabernacle, having just returned 
from. a meeting in the Stotesbury home, anc started to 
preach at 12.30. He preached foran hour and a half, and 
then with great difficulty the tabernacle was emptied and a 
second huge congregation filled it. Without leaving the 
platform the evangelist delivered the burning words to his 
new audience. An hour’s rest, a glass of milk, and with 
greater power than ever he electrified fifteen thousand busi- 
ness women in the evening, this time taking two hours to 
the sermon. On the next evening it was men only, Three 
thousand University of Pennsylvania students were part of 
the audience, The preacher's words became even more 
bold and blunt, but the terrible physical strain was telling 
and the sermon had to be shortened. On Saturday after- 
noon the talk to the high-school pupils won 767 converts. 
And there are new ideas about modern amusements burn- 
ing their way into thousands of Philadelphia homes, 


Those In-Between Sermons.—Outside his tabernacle, 
Billy Sunday has faced audiences of every size and of every 
character throughout the great city that is practically 
sitting at his feet. On Thursday, February 4, at ten 
o’clock, he spoke before an audience of eight hundred club- 
women. Hegave them the straight gospel, and spoke of the 
danger of ‘‘ polishing the mind and letting the heart rot.’’ 

At noon of the same day it was before several hundred 
business men at aclub luncheon in the Adelphia Hotel. 
** Boys,’’ he said to them, ‘‘the most practical and useful 
thing in this world is the religion of Jesus Christ.’’ 

On another morning, classes were suspended for an hour 
in Swarthmore College, and the entire student body turned 
out to greet Mr, and Mrs. Sunday and to hear the evan- 
gelist give them a talk on manhood. 

Perhaps the greatest contrast to the crude, wooden taber- 
nacle was the drawing-room of the home of Mr. and Mrs, 
Edward T. Stotesbury, where the evangelist addressed 
about three hundred leaders of Philadelphia society on 
Thursday, February 11. He gave as his message a sequel 
to the story of a man without a country. He retold Edward 
Everett Hale’s story, and then drove home the message of 
the greater tragedy of ‘*the man without a soul.’’ 


John Wanamaker presided at one of these outside the 
tabernacle meetings, and he asserted that the yathering 
**beat the tabernacle.’’ It was at a Lincoln Birthday 
banquet—the annual celebration of the Men’s Friendly 


Union, a famous Bible class of South Philadelphia of which . 


Mr. Wanamaker is president. The Men’s Friendly Union, 
which Mr. Wanamaker called *‘ A mint in which fives are 
being recoined,’’ has a membership of more than a thousand 
men. The banquet was held on Monday evening after 
Lincoln’s Birthday. Billy Sunday took part of his rest day 
to speak a few words to the men, and after these words 
they asked him for the story of his own conversion. He 
told the story. The Spirit of God gripped the meeting. 
A call was given to the men who were not Christians, and 
the narrow lanes between the banqueting tables were 
turnéd into trails, along which sixty-eight men wended 
their. way to shake hands with the evangelist and to take a 
stand for Christ. ’ 


‘ 
; 
i 
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LESSON 11. 


Golden Text: He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit, than he that taketh a city.—Proverbs 16 : 32 





The Lesson Pilct 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


E DON’T always get the things that have been 
given tous. There is one more step neces- 
sary, after a gift has been made to us, to in- 

sure our possession of it. What is that step? 

Last Christmas, for example, your friends and 
your family gave you gifts. The gifts were attract- 
ively wuggees, and your name was on every one of 
them. They were brought to your house, and on 
Christmas Day they were placed within your reach. 
They were all ready for—what ? 

Yes,—ready for you to fake them, But suppose 
you never had taken them ? Suppose that from Christ- 
mas morning until to-day those gifts lay just where 
they had been placed ; you had never touched or 
used one of them? How much good would they 
have done you ? 

You see, the last step in the matter of making a 
gift our own is to fake it. And, strange as it may 
seem, there are a great many Christians who have 
never yet taken this last step in connection with 
some of the best gifts that God has given them. 

Last week we saw how God gave Sala kingdom. 
But Saul had to take that kingdom. To-day we are 

ing to see how he managed this last step in secur- 
ing what had been given to him, 


Our Background Material 

Make a little study, with the class, of the history 
of the Ammonites. For your own preparation, a 
concordance or a Bible dictionary will give you the 
facts. Notice that their founder was the younger son, 
born in sin, of Lot, nephew of Abraham the founder 
of Israel (Gen. 19 : 38). With a good Bible map get 
clear on the geography of the lesson,—in the region 
east of the Jordan ‘which’belonged to the tribes of 
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh (Griffith 
Thomas, I, e). Gilead was in the central part of,this 
east-of-the-Jordan region. belonging to Israel, and 
Jabesh-gilead was a town of Gilead. 

The Ammonites, long before this, had driven 
giants out of the east-of-the-Jordan region between 
the-rivers Jabbok and Arnon and possessed it (Deut. 
2: 19-21). Then bring out the interesting facts 
about the Ammonites in Deuteronomy 23 : 3-6; Judges 
4: 12-14; 10: 6, 9, 18; 11: 4-6, 32, 33. That brings 
us to the present lesson’s adventure with the Am- 
monites. Their story continues constantly through 
the Old Testament, running through the periods in 
Israel's national life of Theocracy, Monarchy, and 
Captivity,—when Tobiah, an Ammonite, opposed 
Nehemiah in rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem (Neh. 
4: 3-6). A nation founded in sin, the Ammonites’ 
record is largely one of sin, bitterness, and defeat. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 


issue. Bold-face letters at the end of certain paragraphs in those ~ 


articles will help in quickly locating the references. 

‘*Let’s compromise this matter,” said the men of 
Israel living in Jabesh-gilead, when an enemy came 
out against them. What do tae think of that for 
the first move of God’s people against an enemy? 
But perhaps the enemy was very powerful. Yes, 
perhaps it was. Perhaps the enemy was more pe . 
erful than the men of pon yee Very likely. 
But was the enemy more powerful than God? Oh, 
no, of course not, Then that settles it. Jabesh- 
gilead made a shameful beginning when they said, 
‘*Let’s make a covenant.” Had they had any evi- 
dence before this that God could deliver them out of 
the hands of enemies greater than they? Jabesh- 
gilead *‘ got in bad” at the very start. 

Nahash, the enemy, was willing to make a treaty 
of peace without any fight, and to accept the shame- 
ful terms that Israel named, ‘‘ we will serve thee.” 
But Ae named a condition too, and a brutal one. No- 
tice what Dr. Thomas (II, e) says of the significance 
of destroying the right eye. 

In a spirit of braggadocio (Thomas, II, g) Nahash 
granted the request for a week’s time to see if they 
could not find deliveranee. Notice Dr. Thomas’ 
(II, g) explanation of why he did this. 

This historical incident is a striking illustration of 
spiritual truth. Nahash means ‘*serpent.” Our old 
enemy, the serpent, is at war with us, God’s people. 
We are never to tolerate the suggestior of an instant’s 
compromise with him. If we do ‘*make a covenant” 
with him we enter into his service, as Jabesh-gilead 
offered to do. The serpent is quick to accept this 
offer from us, but always on the condition of at least 
partial blindness to us. 

When a business man makes out his bills higher or 
lower than the facts of the transaction call for, in 
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MARCH 14. SAUL GAINS HIS KINGDOM 


1 Samuel 11. Commit verses 12, 13 


t Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and encamped 
sprinet Jabesb-qileed : and all the men of Jabesh said unto 

ahash, Make a covenant with us, and we will serve thee. 2 
And Nahash the Ammonite said unto them, On this condition 
will I make it with you, that al) your right eyes be put out; 
and I will lay it for a reproach upon all Israel. 3 And the 
elders of Jabesh said unto him, Give us seven days’ respite, 
that we may send messengers unto all the borders of Israel ; 
and then, if there be none to save us, we will come ont to thee. 
4 ‘Then came the oe to Gibeah of Saul, and spake 
these words in the ears of the people : and all the people lifted 
up their voice, and wept. 5 And, behold, Saul came follow- 
ing the oxen out of the field ; and Saul said, What aileth the 
people that they weep? And they told him the words of the 
men of Jabesh, 

6 And the Spirit of God came mightily upon Saul when he 
heard those words, and his anger was kindled greatly. 7 And 
he took a yoke of oxen, and cut them in pieces, and -ent them 
throughout all the borders of Israel by the hand of messengers, 
saying, Whosoever cometh not forth after Saul and after 
Samuel, so shall it be done unto hisoxen. And ! the dread of 
Jehovah fell on the people, and they came out as one man, 
8 And he numbered them in Bezek ; and the children of Israel 
were three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty 
thousand. 9 And they said unto the messengers that came, 
‘Thus shall ye say unto the men of Jabesh-gilead, To-morrow, 
by the time the sun is hot, ye shall have deliverance. - And the 
messengers came and told the men of Jabesh ; and they. were 
glad. 10 ‘Therefore the men of Jabesh said, ‘To-morrow we 
will come out unto you, and ye shall. do with us all that seem- 
eth gos unto you. ir And it was so on the morrow, that 
Saul put the people in three companies ; and they came into 
the midst of the camp in the morning watch, and smote the 
Ammonites until the heat of the day : and it came to pass, that 
they that remained were scattered, so that not two of them 
were left together. 

12 And the people said unto Samuel, Who is he that said, 
Shall Saul reign over us? bring the men, that we may put 
them to death. 13 And Saul said, There shall not a man be 
i to death this day ; for to-day Jehovah hath wrought ? de- 

iverance in Israel. 

14 Then said Samuel to the people, Come, and let us go to 
Gilgal, and renew the kingdom there. 15 And all the people 
went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before Jehovah 
in Gilgal ; and there they offered sacrifices of peace-offerings 
before Jehovah ; and there Saul and all the men of: Israel re- 
joiced greatly. ;, ttle re 


1 Or, a terror from Jehoyah *% Hebd. salvation. 4 
The| American Revision copyright,1got, by Thoamas Nelson and Sans 
: ' | a ' 
a 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Verse 1.—Who was Nahash the Ammonite ? (Thomas, 
I, d.) ‘Where was Jabesh-gilead? (Thomas, I, e:) Why 
did Jabesh offer to serve Nahash ?-(‘Thomas, II, f.) 


Verse’2.+Did Nahash propose this condition seriously? . 


(Thomas, II, f:) What is meant by laying ‘‘it fora re- 
proach upon all \Israel’’? (Thomas, 11, f ; “Ridgway, a; 
Mackie, a.) 

Verse 3.—Who were the elders?) Why should they 
expect Nahash to grant ‘* seven days respite’? ? (Thomas, 
Il, g; Patterson, b.) 

Verse 4.—Where was Gibeah located, and why is Saul 
mentioned in connection with-it? (Thomas, II, g.) 

Verse 5.—Why was Saul following oxen at this time? 
(Thomas, II, g, h.) 

Verse 6.— What is the significance of the Spirit's coming 
mightily upon Saul? (Thomas, II, h; Ridgway, b.) 

Verse 7.—Was this an unusual way of summoning Is- 
rael? (Thomas, II, ») What ismeant by the ‘‘ dread of 
Jehovah ’’? (Thomas, II, h; Ridgway, c.) 

Verse 8.—Where was Bezek? (lhomas, I, e.) Why 
were the Israelites and children of Judah spoken of sep- 
arately? (Thomas, II, i.) 


Verse 11.—Why was the army divided into three com-- 


panies? When was the morning watch? (Thomas, I]; j.) 
Verse 14.—Where was Gilgal? (‘Thomas, I, e; Lesson 

Scenes, a.) What did Saul mean by ‘‘ renewing the king- 

dom’’? (Thomas, II, e.) : 





order to benefit himself or somebody else, there’s a 
cataract forming over one of his eyes; he cannot see 
as well as he did before. 

Saul, the appointed -but trustfully waiting king 
(Thomas, I, b), was doing an honest farmer’s work 
in the fields (Spilman, a) when the news came. 

The story moves rapidly now. We heard a good 
deal about ‘‘ mobilization” last summer during the 
first terrible days and weeks of the great war; but 
what ghtaleg- ihe mobilization Saul and Israel ac- 
complished that week when Nahash was waiting to 
gloat over Jabesh-gilead! --Perhaps, indeed, Israel 
was so well mobilized in those fighting days that 
there was no preliminary work to be done. 

Notice Dr. Mackie's (b) description of ‘the time 
the sun is hot” in Palestine. 

Saul showed strategic wisdom in making his attack 
(Thomas, II, j). Perhaps you can use in your class 
the boy's representation and account of the battle as 
given in Pucker’s class (Rogers, d). ; 

God gave Israel a Sweeping, cataclysmic victory. 
Saul's Spiritegiven..word was kept: -the ‘victory was 


’ Christ’s 
there by trusting him to put you there. Stay there. 











” 


accomplished in the morning. D.M. Stearns writes: 
‘*The morning deliverances of the Bible are full of 
interest and are all suggestive of the morning that is 
we - the Lord shall finally and forever de- 
iver Israel: 


** God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved : 
God will help her, at the dawn of morning (Psa. 46: 5, 
margin). 


**Compare Psalm 49 : 14, and see Exodus 14: 24, 
27. Think also of Daniel 6 : 19-23, and of the deliv- 
erance that came to the disciples in the mornin 
watch (Mark 6: 48). But, while believers may we 
rejoice in the glorious morning that is coming, andin 
Him who is to us the Morning Star (Rev. 22 : 16), it is 
also written that there will be no morning for such 
as do not believe God (Isa. 8 : 20, margin and Re- 
vised Version).” 

So Israel tasted the wonderful joy of victory again. 
They had peace with God; ‘they offered sacrifices 
of peace-offerings before Jehovah” (v. 15). ‘They 
rejoiced greatly. We never know the full, rich mean- 
ing of peace and joy until we know the meaning of 
the supernatural victory over sin whieh Christ alone 
can give us. Are we having it?- ° 


The Truth That Is Golden 


Saul gains his kingdom. It had already been uns 
deservedly given to him, by the sheer grace of God. 


' Now he had to ake it. And how? By faith. So Cal-. : 


vary has undeservedly given you your kingship, your 
reigning with Christ, your victory; Have you taken 
it? Have you-.ascended your throne? It is only 
**they that receive the abundance of grace and of 
the gift of righteousness ” who “‘ reign in life through 
the one, even Jesus Christ” (Rom. 5:17). The fact 
that the gift of triumphant victory over all your ene- 
mies has been given to you, as an anointed king, 
does:you no until by faith you take it. -Accept 
gift of the ‘throne, by faith, to-day. Get 


by trusting him: to keep you there. 
Teaching Points 


It.was ** Gibeah of Saul,”’ not ** Saul of Gibeah.’? When 
the Spirit of God comes into a man’s life, the man be- 


. comes bigger than the place he lives in. Is your town . 


coming into blessed prominence because you live there? 

‘© If there be none.to save us’’ is an intolerable word 
for any of God’s children ever to utter. Silence it always 
with 1 Corinthians 10 : 13. 

Gowardly Jabesh-gilead did not deserve saving. Neither 
do we. Grace means the: saving of those who have lost 
every claim to respect or salvation. 

Let the class again make a list of Saul’s good points 
(Patterson, a; Rogers, a-b, e, f, also blackboard diagram ; 
Thomas, III, m). 

Saul called: Israel came out as one man. When the 
Spirit ‘of God lays it upon a man to do something which 
requires others, the Spirit of God works also upon those 
others, If God asks you to pray for a great change in the 
life of another, God is working in that other to answer. 

Everyday illustrations of the practical pressure upon us 
to compromise (Patterson, c). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Is it ever right to be angry? (1 Sam. 11: 6; Prov. 16: 
32; Mark 3:5; Eph. 4: 26; Thomas, II], 1.) 
Would Saul have fulfilled the threat he made when 
sending the pieces of oxen, if the people had not come? 
What three-fold victory did Saul win? (Thomas, III, }). 
Saul showed self-control in not giving the men who had 


opposed him (v.12) strict justice. What is the only way . 


for us to have self-control? (Thomas, III, m.) 
Does self-control mean deadness, or life? (Round- 


‘ Table, a). 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
Jonathan and His Armorbearer (1 Sam. 14: 1-46). 


|For the teacher to give the class a week ahead, to quicken 
interest in the coming lesson. The suggestions and ques- 
tions are for the members’ own preparation. } 

When people hide themselves in caves, and thickets, 
and rocks, and coverts, and pits, they are pretty well 
scared. ‘That is where we find the people, next Sun- 
day, whom Saul led to-day in such a glorious victory 
over their enemy. They're a pitiable lot. Almost 
as pitiable as some of us defeated Christians. But 
two young men have the nerve to face the inso- 
lent enemy, and something terrific begins to happen. 


Get posted, from your Bible map, on the geography of 
the places in chapter 14. 

Do you believe the last sentence of verse 6? Have you 
ever proved that you believe it? i 

Is it righ: to count upon signs in discovering God’s will 
to-day ? (vs. 8-10.) 

How do.you-account for Jonathan’s victory ? 


LESSON FOR MARCH 14 (: Sam. 11) 
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Mastering the 


‘By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas 


Whole Lesson 








T IS sometimes thought that a man with a little 
body is at a disadvantage compared with a man 
who has a lange one; yet size of body is no real 

proof of fitness. But there is no question about lit- 
tleness of soul, smallness of spirit; and it is particu- 
lar} iomonsinag, $0 see what Paul has to say about 
a people. is words, literally rendered, are: 
‘Comfort the /itt/e-souled . . . be long-spirited 
towards all” (1 Thess. 5:14). People with ‘‘ little 
souls’ are invariably a trouble, because morally weak 
and unworthy. By contrast we shall see in the pres- 
ent passage what greatness of soul is like. There is, 

rhaps, nothing finer than what is called magnan- 
imity. Stories of Lincoln are impressive on this 
point. It is said that one of his opponents was 
greatly perturbed by his defeat at Lincoln's hands, 
and did his utmost by word and deed to rg his 
conqueror. When Lincoln made him Chief Justice 
he was so perplexed that he is said to have written 
to a friend, ‘‘ I cannot understand this maa.” (a) 


I. Surroundings of the Lesson 


Connection.—It is evident that the opposition to 
Saul (ro : 27) was more serious than appears on the 
surfaee. Probabiy it was due to jealousy on the part 
of those who were annoyed that so small and insig- 
nificant a tribe as Benjamin should be chosen in 
connection with the kingship. And so, though already 
declared to be king (10 : 24), Saul went back to his 
ordinary life (11 : 5), waiting till the proper opportu- 
nity came for entering upon his ition as the 
anointed of God. In this waiting he showed real 
greatness: ‘ He that believeth shall not be in haste” 
(Isa. 28 : 16). (b) 

Time.—The incident must have occurred soon after 
the events recorded in the last lesson, though the 
Hebrew text says nothing about the actual interval. 
The.Greek Version ae a month, and this may 
possibly be correct. It seems that an Ammonite 
attack was threatened just before Saul’s election 
(12: 12), and it is likely that the actual invasion, here 
recorded, occurred ‘soon after. Authorities differ as 
= a it some saying’ 1103 B.C., and others 1003 

.C. (c). 

> the king of the Ammonites, is 
thought by some to have been the same as the one 
who showed kindness to David (2 Sam. 10: 2; 17: 
27). Others think that this was the father or grand- 
father of the Nahash of David's time. There was 
some rysomyg between David and whichever 
Nahash it was, David’s sister being a daughter or 
granddaughter of Nahash. (d) ‘ 

Places.— Ammon was the territory on the east of 
the Jordan, south and east of Israel’s possession. The 
Ammonites lived north of the River Arnon. De- 
scended from Lot, they were often in alliance against 
Israel (Judg. 3 : 12-14; 10: 11).. They were defeated 
by Jephthah, and are not again mentioned until now, 
At first they were friendly with David, but later war’ 
broke out (2 Sam. 12:26). /adbesh-gilead, means 
Jabesh in Gilead, the district east of the Jordan be- 
tween Bashan and Moab. Gilead had been chosen by 
the tribes of Reuben and Gad and the half tribe of 
Manasseh for their sessions (Num. 32). Bezek is 
thought to be about halfway between Shechem and 
Beth-shan, or Bethshean, about seven miles west of 
ee Gilgaé is the well-known place near the 
Jordan (Josh. 5:9; 1 Sam. 7: 16), evidently a place 
regarded as the chief religious and political center 
of the land. (e) 


II. The Lesson 


The Serious Attcck (vs. 1-5). Jabesh had _ neg- 
lected to bine in the war against Benjamin (Judg. 
21 : 8), and had suffered for this kindness; but, hav- 
ing recovered from the blow, it was now attacked by 
Nahash, The men were quite ready to enter into a 
covenant, because they knew something of the posi- 
tion. But Nahash was perfectly ruthless, and his 
treatment is a clear.indication of his brutality. Our 
treatment of men is a.clear test of our attitude to 
God. ‘‘ The tender mercies of the wicked are cruel” 
(Prov. 12: 10). No one who does not love his brother 
is likely to be right with God (1 John 4: 20, 21). The 
barbarity is still characteristic of the East, and again 
later on the savage character of the Ammonites is 
noted and rebuked (Amos 1:13). It is thought that 
the loss of the right eye was intended to disable for 
war, the left eye being covered by the shield; just as 
amputation of thumbs and great toes (Judg. 1 : 7, 8) 
was intended to incapacitate a man for the use of the 
bew and destroy fleetness of running. Ammon 
probably remembered its severe defeat by Jephthah. 
Such an action would be regarded as an insult to 
ae whole of Israel (v. 1; 1 Sam. 17: 26; Psa. 44 :* 
13). 

But the proposat ceuld not be at once entertained, 
and the elders asked for a week's consideration, in 


the hope of obtaining help. This reference to the 
elders shows that civil government was by means of 
representatives of the —— (Deut. 19: 12; Judg. 
8:14; 11:5). Failing help, there would be nothing 
else to do but to submit. It is significant that Na- 
hash grants the request, feeling sure that no good 
would come of it, and thereby Israel all over the land 
would know of his victory. In their journeyings the 
elders reached Gibeah where Saul lived (10 : 26; 15: 
34). It was natural for the people of Jabesh to come 
to the tribe of Benjamin because of the old connection 
between them (Judg. 21). Saul was at his ordinary 
work, and soon heard what had taken place, as the 

pie were weeping and wailing in true Oriental 
ashion. (g) 

The Striking Action (vs. 6-11).—While the news 
made a deep impression on the people, Saul was at 
once prompted to action, influenced by the Spirit of 
God. Taking the oxen with which he had just been 
plowing he killed them, and sent the pieces far and 
wide, the symbolical action being intended to sum- 
mon Israel more oye (Judg. 19 : 29; 1 Kings 
It : 30; 2 Kings 13 : 18). he supernatural power of 
God was moving him in all that he did (r0 : 6, 10; 
Judg 3: 10; 6:34). With the action went a bold 
pn amation, and the result was that a fear inspired 

y Jehovah came upon the people, and they re- 
sponded with remarkable unanimity to the appeal 
(v. 7). (h) 

The total number that gathered was 330,000, and 
the mention of Israel and Judah separately is either 
an allusion to what took place afterward when the 
kingdom was divided, or else, as is more likely, it is 
an indication of a division already in existence. We 
know that there was such a division in the time of 
David (2 Sam. 2: 4, 10, 11, 3:17, 37). Already it 
would seem that there was a tendency in Judah to 
separation. Perhaps there was jealousy that Eph- 
raim, from which tribe Joshua came, had so long been 
in the place of authority, although Judah was, the 
eldest son of Jacob. (i 

There is a hint, ‘*they,” (v. 9) that Samuel was 
present*(see also v. 12). The guthority of the old 
—— would be a strength to the young king (v. 7). 

rom Gibeah to Jabesh was-about twenty miles, and 
it was therefore possible to announce the help by the 
next day (1 Sam. 31:12). With strategic wisdom 
Saul imitates Gideon’s method of dividing his army 
into three companies (Judg. 7 : 16), and: early in the 
morning he. commenced his attack. The night was 


' divided into three watches of four hours each, so that 


the morning watch would be from two to six A. M. 
(Judg. 7:19). The battle went on until noon, and 
the result was utter defeat and scattering (v. 11). (j) 

The Splendid Attitude (ys. 12, 13). he result of 
Saul’s victory was immediate and striking. The 
people were Uetermtacd that those who had objected 
to his being king (10: 27) should be put to death. 
But Saul would have none of this, for at such a time 
everything urged the necessity of peacefulness and 
conciliation. is good and generous impulses pre- 
vailed, and he would not allow any execution because 
God had Wrought deliverance. The people made 
their re to Samuel, doubtless out of reverence 
for his high position, but the answer came from Saul 
as the one mainly concerned. (k) 

The Strong Assurance (vs. 14, 15).—At length it 
was possible to make Saul king in reality, by con- 
firming the action already taken (10: 24-26). He 
had been privately selected by Samuel, publicly ac- 
cepted at Mizpah, and now through his victory over 
Nahash came the definite ratification. His enemies 
were put to silence, and the people were unanimously 
in his favor. It was not a second anointing, but the 
assurance and confirmation of what had already 
taken place. The offerings to Jehovah were offered 
to .signalize the event, and it is stated that these 
were made ‘* before Jehovah,” indicating that the oc- 
casion was one of a solemn assembly, as in the pres- 
ence of the Lord, where they were accustomed to 
worship in the absence of the ark (Judg. 11 : 11). 
No wonder there was great joy. (1) 

Hil. Central Truths 

The Golden Text (Prov. 16 : 32) indicates the true 
line of application. 

1. The Character of Saul.—There is no contradic- 
tion between the anger of Saul (v. 6) and the refer- 
ence to ‘‘slow to anger” (Prov. 16: 32). Saul was 
rightly and righteously indignant at the treatment of 
the people of Jabesh, and everything associated with 
the story indicates some fine élements in his charac- 
ter. He illustrated at this time the well-known 
words, ‘‘Be ye angry’and sin not” (Eph. 4: 26). 
Notice the following admitable: points in Saul: (1) 
his humility (v. 5); (2) his interest in others (v. 5); 
(3) his zeal (v. 6); (4) his*tourage-(v..7);. ¢5). his con- 
viction (Vv. 9); (6}*his thoroughness. (v.11); (7) his 
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large-heartedness (v. 13); (8) his confidence in God 
(v. 13). Nothing could be finer than this revelation 
of character. e had been strongly provoked (10 : 
27), and yet with nobility, promptness, and humble 
trust in God, he gained a threefold victory : (1) over 
himself; (2) over the opposition; (3) over the Am- 
monites, (m) 

2. The Secret of Sauls Character.—It seems clear 
that what is said of Saul is due to the coming of the 
Spirit of God (v. 6), as Saul himself acknowledged 
(v. 13). This is always the case. The presence of 
the Spirit of God in the heart enables a man to gain 
a greater victory than taking a city; namely, ruling 
his spirit, because ‘‘slow to rr. Each man’s 
life is his kingdom, consisting of body, mind, con- 
science, and soul; and we must never forget that 
**self-control” is really ‘*Christ-control,” for it is 
only when Christ is on the throne of our heart that 
the Holy Spirit possesses us and enables us to live 
the true life (John 7:39). Whenever, therefore, we 
are tempted to self-will let us hasten to replace it by 
the Will of God; and whenever we are faced with the 
thought of controlling our temper or our feelings let 
us hand everything over to Christ, and, receiving 
into our heart his Spirit, we shall be ‘* slow toanger, 
and shall be by his grace enabled to rule our spirit. 
Self-control is the ideal to be constantly kept before 
us, and the Holy Spirit is the Dynamic by means of 
which the ideal becomes real. 


‘* A little kingdom I possess 
Where thoughts and feelings dwell, 
And very hard I find the task 
Of governing it well, 


** Be Thou my King and I shall find, 
Led by Thy tender Hand, 
The happy kingdom in myself, 
And easy Thy command.” 


IV. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Serious Attack (Exod. 23 : 32). 
2. The Striking Action (Acts 4 : 13). 
3. The Splendid Attitude (2 Sam. 19 : 22), 
4 ‘The Strong Assurance (Matt. 6 : 6). 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


“* Eye Bungers.”"— Zhai all your right eyes be put 
out; and I wall lay it for a reproach upon all 
Israel (v. 2). Nothing so pleases the ‘‘ heathen” as 
to be able to put a reproach upon Israel. All good 
people weep when the Devil succeeds in knockin 
out a prince of Israel. But the heathen cry, ‘‘I tel 

ou so; they're all alike, a lot of psalm-singing 

ypocrites.” Our population approaches the huge 
number of one hundred millions. The only preacher 
you can remember as having been hanged in this gen- 
eration was a poor fellow in Boston a year or two 
ago. When they killed him how the Amorites did 
crow. Just. one in a life-time among a teeming 
100,000,000. What a reproach on Israel! A judge 
in Brooklyn (one of Frank L. Brown’s old Sunday- 
school boys, by the way) says he has sentenced over 
twenty-six thousand juvenile criminals; but among 
them all was not a single Sunday-school boy or 
girl. Yet every once in a while some Amorite or 
other takes up his pen to put out the right eye of the 
Master's church by a jab at the Sunday-school. This 
attack on the eyes has been going on all down the 
centuries, but we are all here, and seeing mighty 
well out of two eyes (Gen. 49 : 23; Jer. 20: 7; Matt. 
10: 16). (a) 

In Our Cities.— 7he ny antl God came mightily 
upon Saud (v. 6). And immediately the big farmer 
became a real king. There was something doing. 
The enemies of Israel now had some one to reckon 
with (Ezra 7 : 28; Eph.'3: 16). When.the Spirit of 
God fell upon a young store clerk by the name of 
Wanamaker in Philadelphia, that | Se fellow went 
down into dangerous Bainbridge Street, and the re- 
proach of the dreaded ‘Schuylkill Rangers” was 
wiped out of the Quaker City by his Sunday-school. 
When the Spirit of God fell upon Mel. Trotter, the 
barber, he went into Bucktown, and the reproach of 
it was wiped out of Grand Rapids by his rescue mis- 
sion. There are thousands of anamakers and 
Trotters all over the land wiping out the reproach 
the hosts of sin would like to put on Israel. I am 
writing this note on the train from Atlanta. While 
there I met John Eagan, one of Atlanta’s most sub- 
stantial young business men. The Spirit of God fell 
upon him and others of his sort, and now this beau- 
tiful city, with its gin-mill and red-light reproach 
wiped out, is jumping forward in a prosperity that 
makes even a Westerner ‘‘set up and take notis.” 
Watch Atlanta, you rum and vice-soaked cities, and 
see God's promises work out before youreyes. Every- 
body prospers in Atlanta. (b) 

The Coming Master and Man.—7Zhe fear of the 
Lord fell on the people (v. 7, Auth. Ver.) It wasso 
in Atlanta. It is so everywhere. When the Spirit 
of God falls on the *‘ king,” the fear of the Lord falls 
on the people. And that “‘kingdom" may be a 
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broad empire or a little business. Like boss, like 
man. I refer to the man who has real religion, The 
‘\ king” under the Spirit.. His kindness, his thought- 
fulness, his: unselfishness, his helpfulness, his sweet- 
ness, sweeps down through the . -¥~ and floods 
the people. Old Jim is ready to die for him, and 


_,says when he gets religion he ‘‘ wants the old man’s . 


kind.” He can still feel the boss’ soft hand on his 
forehead, and smell the carnations, and hear the 
prayer, that time the *‘Old Man” came to see him 
when he was sick. When the Spirit fell ou Oliver 
Cromwell England for the first time became a people 
to reckon with, And we had the New England, 
whose influence is still the preserving essence of our 
yreat and growing Western Empire. If the Spirit of 
God could just get into all our ‘ kings " all the social 
problems that plague the land would solve them- 
selves very ne And I for ane believe such a 
day is rapidly on the way (Joel 2: 26; Micah 4 : 3; 
Eph. 1: 10).. (c) 

America’s To-morrow.—70-morrow we will come 
out unto you (v. 10). ‘*To-morrow never comes.” 


When it does come you never know what it is going. 


to bring. What it brings will depend entirely upon 
pe. lo these heathen would-be eye-thrusters it 
wought an avenging sword. To these people of 
agrees pen it brought help and safety. ‘I'o Israel 
it brought enthusiasm, patriotism, — prosperity, 
—and ginger. I was at the home of. a banker friend 
last week, and at the breakfast table he prayed thus: 
** Dear Master, equip us for the life of this day, that 
we may meet what thou hast in store for us like 
thine own true men and as thine own good friends.” 
To-morrow is always a glofious day to those who are 
in God's service atid walking with him. Another day 
of opportunity. And to-morrow comes. It is not 
English America which says ‘ manana,” ‘' ma- 
nana.” Christian America says, ‘‘ Yes, we will do 
it to-morrow.’ And to-morrow finds America on the 
job, building churches, establishing Sunday-schools, 
caring for the unfortunate, sending the gospel: over 
the world, and doing so many splendidly good things 
there is not room to write them down. To-morrow 
there was something doing in Israel, because Saul 
the king was at this time hand-in-hand with God 
(Luke 13 : 32, 33; Prov. 3 : 28). 

Religion and Business.— 7#ere shall not a man be 
put to death this day (v. 13). Saul starts right. Be- 
cause at this time God was running him. Saul would 
win those who wer ‘‘ agin the administration” by 
kindness. His great success would put the opposi- 
tion ‘‘to the bad,” and his kingly forbearance would 
bring them ‘to the good.” I doubt not these very 
skulkers were in the pack that was later used to run 
down David. It is not only religion, but it is busi- 
ness, to smile sweetly upon those who are against 

ou (Matt. 5: 44; Prov. 25 : 21, 22). Our Hebrew 

Soother knows you have ‘no use fora few, | but he 
just smiles and lets you build. up his ‘‘ kingdom” of 
dollars. Ask Rothschild, the real ruler of Europe. 
Head-chopping is the poorest business there is in any 
kingdom. It is not important that everybody likes 
you or wants you for a king before you have done 
something kingly. Saul had to win’ his spurs. So 
do the rest of us. God helps us as he helped Saul. 
Go down and deliver ‘he Neck. Capture some 
Hell’s Half-Acre. Redeem the Slum. Help the 
gutter-kids. Hunt up the shut-ins, Do something 
and win your crown, (d) 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


< 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 

artment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 

esson illustration used, and two dollars for the best il- 

lustration each week. A circular explaining the acceptance 

of material, and the year's lesson calendar, will be sent fora 
two-cent stamp. 

Could He Stand tt ?—He that is slow to anger ts 
better than the mighty; and he that ruleth his 
— than he that taketh a city (Golden Text). 

ne of the best instances of sublime control is told 
by Harold Begbie in ‘‘T'wice Born Men,” of the 
character ‘‘Old Born Drunk.” Several months after 
his conversion he entered a saloon in order to sell 
papers. Some of his old associates saw him and 
thought they would have some sport. One of them 
called for a pet of beer and bade him drink. The 
old man shook his head. ‘They offered him money, 
thousands, bit still he refused. Then came the in- 
sult, ‘‘If you won't take it on the inside, then have it 
on the outside,” and with that the mocking workman 
wa bay whole pot of beer into the old man’s face. 
But he stood there, unretaliating, in imitation of his 
Master; and the rough men at the bar were so moved 
at his sweetness of spirit that they took up a sub- 
scription for him-and he left the place a hero.— 
Adapted from “Twice Born Men," by Harold Beg- 
bze. Sent by Martha P, Filson, Lonaconing, Mary- 


* dend. 


Over in a Minute.—And he that ruleth his spirit, 


than he that taketh a city (Golden Text). A woman 


told me that she knew she had a bad temper, but 
that she was ‘‘ over it in a minute.” Sois a Gatling 
gun but it blows everything. to pieces.—From Billy 
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Sunday, in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mary E. Watson, Hartford, Conn, 

What Self-Control Means.—-A nd he that ruleth his 
| sede’ than he that taketh a city (Golden Text). 

eople say to me, *‘ Oh, religion—it is all about lim- 
itations and restrictions. It means that a man is to 
be reined 1n, and not allowed the legitimate use of 
his natural passions and appetites.” Not at all. I 
have lately had an opportunity of seeing some of the 
dark and erratic ways of motor-cars, and one of the 
great things come ¢ say of a car is, ‘‘I have got it under 
complete control.”” Well, what does it mean? That 
it won't go? You don’t suppose that the man who 
has got a motor-car at th» side of a road, which abso- 
lutely will not move, is inclined to say, ** My car is 
under such perfect control.” ‘Ihe ideal of a car that 
is subject to perfect control is that it will travel easily 
at its highest speed, that it will do exactly what is 
required of it, and do it easily without stress or strain. 
‘That is the complete ideal.—From the Rev. C. Syl- 
wester Horne, M. A. Sent by W. Hetherington, 
Addiscombe, Surrey, Eng. The prise for this week 
ts awarded to this illustration. (a) 


A Woman's Self-Control.— And he that ruleth his 
spirit, than he that taketh a city (Golden Text), -An 

nglishman traveling through Céylon describes in 
the London ‘Telegraph a startling experience that 
befell his hostess at a dinner in Trincomolee. ‘The 
dinner was excellent, but when it was about half 
over I was startled by hearing my hostess tell the 
native servant to place a bowl of milk on a deerskin 
near her chair. Ithough she spoke as calmly as if 
giving an ordinary order, I knew at once that there 
was a snake somewhere in the room, for these crea- 
tures prefer milk to anything else. As a hasty move- 
ment might have meant certain death, we all sat like 
statues ; but for all that, our eyes were inspecting 
every nook and corner of the room. However, it was 
not until the milk was placed on the deerskin that 
the snake appeared. And then, to our amazement, 
a large cobra uncoiled itself from my hostess’ ankle, 
and glided toward the bowl, where, of course, it was 
immediateiy killed. Imagine the nerve of the woman, 
although she fainted when the snake lay dead on the 
floor. How many could have remained motionless 
under such circumstances ? [And when we are con- 
fronted by the Serpent, our great adversary, we must 
use the same quietness in trusting our Lord Jesus to 
deliver us.J—From the Youth's Companion, Sent by 
W. J. Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 

Our Next War.—And he that ruleth his spirit, 
than he that taketh a city (Golden Text). Years ago 
Sir Edwin Arnold visited America and spoke to the 
students of our oldest university. One memorable 
and ever unforgettable sentence seized the memory 
of every hearer. He gave a succinct and epigram- 
matic description of the great wars of our past and of 
the greater contest of the future: ‘‘Gentlemen of 
Harvard,” he said, ‘‘in 1776 and in 1812 you con- 
quered your fathers. In the years from 1861 to 1865 

ou conquered your brothers. Will you permit an 
Pogtishman to say that your next victory must be 
over yourself?’’ It approaches the heart of our 
present American problem.—From Bishop E. H. 
Hughes, in the Northern Christian Advocate. Sent 
by W. /. Hart, D. D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


The Spirit of Sacrifice.—And there they offered 
sacrifices (v. 15). The treasurer of one of the funds 
that English people are raising to meet the needs 
caused by the war recently received a package ad- 
dressed in a girl’s handwriting. Within was a gold 
ring, and a brief note. ‘‘ He would have wished it 
so,” itran. ‘* The boy will not come back.”—From 
the Youth's Companion. Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., 
Dolgeville, N. ‘a 


Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland Missionary 
to the Jews, Alexandria, Egypt 


HEN Nahash the Ammonite came up, and en- 
camped against Jabesh-gilead (v. 1). Down 
to the present day the eastern border of Syria 

and Palestine has been in danger from the plunder- 
ing raids of the pastoral or ouin tribes, The 
Turkish Government plants colonies of warlike Cir- 
cassiaus on the eastern frontier to terrorize and 
punish them, 
L will lay it for a reproach upon all Israel 
(v. 2), The inhabitants o pre ora had pro- 
sed a covenant of feudal obedience, intending 
oubtless to throw off the yoke of servitude and tax- 
ation when Nahash withdrew, but the enemy after 
their stock-raising fashion decided to put a brand- 
mark upon their ——- as they did with their flocks 
and herds. The demand of the ~ ee was one of 
the preparations of the kingdom; for it helped to re- 
move tribal and social distinctions; creating the senti- 
ment of athrone or central authority, and the spirit of 
a united kingdom. ‘* Theycame out as one man.” (a) 
To-morrow by the time the sun ts hot (v.9). That 
is, from eight A. M. to mid-day. By eight o'clock 
the sun is shining like a ball of:fire in the breathless 
air, and its rays sparkle through the uplifted night- 
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dew with a peculiarly stinging and scorching tr. 
It is nearly noon before the cloudy ethers: terteae 
from the sea reaches the iniand districts and ceels 
the atmosphere, (b) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
“ 


AST week we stood on a housetop at the spot 
marked 9 and looked off northeastward toward 
the east-of-Jordan country where the Jabesh 

people were in such danger by reason of Ammonite 
enemies, iy prow a we will move about five miles 
northeast and take our position at the point of an- 
other V quite near Ai. ‘This time we will face north- 
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west, looking, as the map tells, in the direction of Gil- 
gal—not the Gilgal near Jericho, but a highland town. 

We find directly before us a vineyard where grapes 
are growing in terraces on the downward slope of a 
hill. Olive orchards occupy ground at the foot of the 
hill. A country highway crosses the valley and goes 
on to a little village with more orchards ond it. 
Then pasture hills stand bare and brown between 
those green orchards and the blue of the sky. 

In this fertile and prosperous part of the highland 

districts Saul raised a considerable part of the ony 
which he led to the relief of the people of Jabes 
11: 7). . The messengers that he sent out rode or ran 
rom village to village bearing his stern summons. 
The ground where the fighting.men assembled was 
about fifty miles farther north, on the way to one of 
the best fording places of the Jordan. Gilgal, where 
Saul was crowned, is about ten miles from here in 
the direction in which we are now bree g a) 

Thie stereograph to be used is entitled ‘‘ Hill coun- 
try of Ephraim ; northwest over Ain Jebrud from 
near Bethel.” 


The Underwoog Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lessons of the year, The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help toward making 
the lesson-places real. Forty-five places will be visited 
during 1915. ‘The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and ifall are 
ordered at one time a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. ‘Twelve places will be described with the lessons 
of this first quarter; the twelve stereographs cost §$2.- ‘he 
four for March alone cost 67 cents. Less than four in 
one order are 20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. 
Lantern slides of the same scenes can also be supplied. Plain 
slides, 50 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. 
In orders for twenty-five or more at one time, prices are : 

lain slides, 40 cents each ; sepia-tinted, 45 cents ; colored, 
br. Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders for stereo- 

phs or stereosco Address ‘The Sunday School Times 
pany, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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From the Platform 
By B. W. Spilman, D.D. 


A Before the Lesson.—Heavenly Father, we 
are grateful for so many men who can do things. ‘hy king- 
dom is set forward many times by reason of the fact that in it 
are strong men who are —- to turn from their business to 
help in the affairs of the kingdom. Give wisdom, ee and 
strength to the men who are willing to fight the battles for 
thee. Call more men into thy service. Give thy protection 
to the weak. Deal gently with those who stumble and fall. 
Lead us all to thyeole, or Jesus’ sake. Amen, 

NYBODY would naturally think that a king 
would have some other things to do than to 
plow. Butthereis another side toit. When God 

called Saul to his first real task after his selection for 
the position of leader of his people he was found busy. 
There is no disgrace in plowing, digging ditches, 
building houses, selling goods, practising law, teach- 
ing school, editing papers, or doing os else 
that is not wrong in itself. Where the disgrace 
comes in is in loafing when one ought to be at work; 
or worse still, if anything can be worse than a pro- 
fessional self-appointed Seaier. to work at a thing 


and do it in a poor, half-hearted way. Saul had a 
bad streak in him, and it cropped out after a while. 
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It wrought his ruin. But laziness was not 


that bad streak. 
He was a hustler. When he learned con- 
_ ditions he did not call any council er 
and start on a | series of di ne- 
tiations to see if Nahash would not be so 
ind as to-do the favor to Jal ilead to 
depart from before the city. Na means 


**serpent.’”? When that old Ammonitish 


serpent crawled inte the land of Israel, Saul. 
. got busy, 


He was God’s.man to take care 
of the people. He at once entered on his 
task, He. was a. brave man, and sent a 


; messenger to the city ne the men of the 


nn 


- 


city that he was coming. e did the work 
with skill and dispatch. It did not have to 
be done over again. We hear no more of 
any invasion from the Ammonites during the 
reign of Saul. (b) 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms | 


‘* A mighty fortress is our God."’ 
‘** Breast the wave, Christian.’’ 
** Cast thy burden on the Lord."’ 
** Faith of our fathers, living still.’ 
** Fight the good fight with all thy might.” 
*O brothers, lift your voices."’ 
** Who is on the lord's side ?"’ 
** Ve servants of God, your Master proclaim,"’ 
(References in theses are to the metrical 
“Psalm “ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 22 : 22-31 (42 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 129-136 (256 : 1, 2). 
Psalm 99 : 1-9 (198 : 1-3). 
Psalm 2 : 7-12 (4: 1, 2, 4)e 
Psalm 8 : 1-9 (12: 1, 4, 6). 








Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 


i! °° By Mts.’ Mary Foster Bryner 


HE last clause of verse 13 makes a good 
Golden text for the Primary children, as 
Saul ascribes.the victory to the Lord, 


‘ showing that even as king he felt his need of 


the help of the Lord: ‘‘ ‘To-day the Lord 
hath wrought salvation in Israel.’’ 

Lesson Teaching.—The Lord helps those 
who honor him. 

' Review.—Saul had been cliosen, but not 
crowned as king, nor had he proved how 
brave he was, nor how he believed that the 
Lord was his helper. 

Who remerbers .about the size of Saul 
and the story of how he was chosen to be 


. king? Recall his hunt for his father’s lost 


animals, his yisit with Samuel, the anointirg 
and return home, the assembling of the peo- 
ple, the choice and presentation of Saul as 
their king. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—When Saul 
went home to Gibeah, and the people re- 
turned to their homes, they felt happier to 
know that a king had‘been chosen and that 


_ if ever they were called to battle, they would 


have a king, like. the other nations, to go be- 
fore them, only Saul was taller and stronger. 
That time came sooner than some of them 
expected. 

The neighboring.nations must have heard 
that the children of Israel had chosen a king. 
Perhaps they thought that they would like to 
try him in battle, 

Saul’s people lived on both sides of the 
swift Jordan River. Most of them were on 
the west side, where Saul lived, but a good 
many lived east of the river. One day these 
were surprised by an army of Ammonites, 
who came and encamped against their city, 
Jabesh-gilead. Nahash was king of the 
Ammonites, so the people of Jabesh sent 
messengers to ask Nahash, What will you 
promise if we serve you? Nahash sent this 
strange answer: We will make a covenant 
with you, if we put out all your right eyes. 
That was cruel, but it meant also that Na- 
hash would treat them as slaves. 

Of course the men of Jabesh would not 
consent to that, so they said, Allow us seven 
days, and it there be no man to save us we 
will. come out to thee. 

Then they move quickly. They thought of 
Saul, who had been chosen king. He might 
help them in battle. They sent. messengers 


,| enemy. 
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quickly to. Gibeah, where Saul lived, IIe 
was working in the fields with the oxen, so 
the messen; told the of Gibeah 
and they wept. When Saul came from the 
field, he noticed the weeping, and said: 
What ails the people that they weep?) When 
the messengers told him the tidings from 
Jabesh, Saul’s anger was greatly kindled. 

Saul sent swift messengers to all parts of 
Israel to call the men to help him in battle. 
They came quickly, until many thousands 
had gathered in Bezek near the Jordan, just 
opposite to Jabesh-gilead, where the people 
were waiting to know whether Saul would 
come to help them. 

Saul sent back the messengers to say, To- 
morrow, when the sun is hot, you shall have 
help. The people of Jabesh were glad to 
hear that, and they felt sure that they would 
not have to be slaves to the Ammonites. 
The men of Jabesh sent word to Nahash, 
king of the Ammonites: To-morrow we will 
come out to you, and you shall do with us all 
that seemeth good to you. The Ammonites 
did not know that Saul was coming with 
thousands of men to help Jabesh-gilead. 

Next morning Saul divided his men into 
three companies; they crossed the Jordan 
early and surprised the Ammonites in the 
morning watch, ‘They killed many and scat- 
tered the. others and drove, them: all. away. 
The people. of Jabesh were saved, and did 
not become slaves to the Ammonites. 

After the victory, Samuel and Saul heard 
some people say, If any men did not want 
Saul to be king, let them be put te death. 
Saul said, Let no man, be put to death, for 
to-day the Lord hath wrought salvation in 
Israel. 

Good old Samuel said, Let us go to Gilgal and 
renew the kingdom there, so they re-crossed 
the Jordan to Gilgal, and there they made 
Saul their real king before the Lord. They 
offered sacrifices of peace; Saul and all the 
men of Israel rejoiced greatly. Saul honored 
God, and the people honored Saul as king. 

After the Story.—The thought may be 
continued that as the Lord was ready to help 
Saul. win a victory over the enemy, so the 
Lord is ready to help children to win a vic- 
tory over cross words, bad habits, etc. 

Hand-work.—Draw a river, with tents on 
both sides for the armies of Saul and the 
Write, The Lord Helped Saul. 

Closing Song.—The refrain of ‘*‘ Onward, 
Christian Soldiers.”’ 

CHICAGO. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Content Patterson 


FTER a few weeks of separation caused 
by the illness of the teacher, our class 
met in the teacher’s home. Alice, our 

president, presided ; prayer was offered, and 
a few moments were spent in considering class 
matters, then we turned to the study of this 
new king. 

We reviewed the reasons for having a king, 
the manner in which he was chosen, and the 
qualities in him to be admired. We liked 
the manner in which he accepted his king- 
ship, his modesty and diffidence in taking so 
great a responsibility, his self-control when 
the ‘*sons of Belial,’’ the rough element of 
the people, refused to accept him, and the 
sensible way in which he returned to his 
farm ; he was neither puffed up nor indolent, 
but went about seeing to his cattle and crops 
in the usual way. We summed up his ad- 
vantages thus: large and handsome in ap- 
pearance, modest, good-tempered, and in- 
dustrious. (a) 

1. Waiting the Opportunity.—The girls 
could not find much outward evidence of 
Saul’s kingship, but he did have that which 
no earthly pomp nor state could approach in 
value—God was with him, and a band of 
loyal followers who trusted in God. Saul 
could well afford to go on with his ordinary 
work, knowing that God would use him at 
the right time. The occasion soon presented 
itself. 

We turned to our charts, located Jabesh- 
gilead, and observed the position of the 
Ammonites, found they were related to Israel, 
being the descendants of Lot (Deut. 2 : 19), 
that they had mistreated Israel in the days 
when she was traveling from the Wilderness 
to Canaan, by refusing to sell her. food and 
by bringing Balaam to pronounce a curse 
upon her (Deut. 23 : 3, 4): twice during the 
history of the judges Ammon had fought 
against her (Judg. 3: 13 and 40: 17, 18), 
maintaining that the Jand of Gilead belonged 
to Ammon. 





It was a humiliating spectacle | 


t the men of i 

sae Mian Sabet tet 
servants, Nahash felt se certain ef victory 
that he did = re te pon giving be eb 
i ting the week’s respite. 
"Wet dacusted the’ tors *“cbespromioa,” 


’ 
‘* giving in,’’? being will to wrong 
things through fear, not of our lives these 
days, but of being talked about or laughed 


at. ‘*At any rate,’’ said Bertha, ‘* people 
will respect a Christian who stands up for 
what she believes, even though they may 
laugh at her, We spoke of a givl who had 
this week resigned her position for con- 
science’ sake, causing the manager to change 
conditions and arrange for her to remain, and 
two persons in that godless place to inquire 
of her about Christ. (c) 

2. Seising the Opportunity.—The girls 
named the incidents as they occurred: the 
hurried departure of the messengers to 
Gibeah, the weeping of *the people at the 
terrible news, the Spirit of God coming unon 
Saul, his anger at the wrong about to be done 
his people, the slaying of the oxen, sending 
the messengers, the gathering of an army of 
over three hundred t nd at Bezek. 

We noticed that Saul had been able to act 
with decision and wisdom because God was 
with -him,:.. Saul: knew that God was. giving 
him his opportunity to be the *' saviour of his 
_people,’? that che was directing his actions, 
and would give him the victory, God had 
also inclined the people’s hearts to respond 
to the call for as they saw a piece of the ox, 
and heard the threat concerning their own 
cattle, and the name of Samuel coupled with 
Saul’s, ‘‘the fear of the Lord came upon 
them.’’ 

The glad news of help was sent to Jabesh, 
and that night Saul.at Bezek, near a ford on 
the western side of Jordan not far from Beth- 
shean, arranged his army into. three com- 
panies, and in the morning, at daybreak, 
overwhelmingly defeated the Ammonites. 

The girls began to discuss the avenues of 
influence and opportunity, one wishing to be 
a missionary, another a teacher of domestic 
science, and another a nurse, They con- 
ceded the missionary would have boundless 
opportunity for serving the Lord; the pros- 
pective. teacher at first thought she would 
have no opportunity, until she remembered 
that it would be her privilege to. speak to 
every girl in her ‘class, of, Christ. The 
future nurse was told of the splendid work 
done by a Christidn nurse who taught many 
little ones ‘their prayers, and led more 
than one patient to Christ. We concluded, 
whatever the future might bring to us, to 
be ready now to be used by God's Spirit to 
improve our present opportunities. (d) 

3. Passing by an Opportunity.—There are, 
however, opportunities to be passed by. Saul 
showed no spirit of revenge when the people’s 
anger rosé against those who had opposed 
him. All the glory of the victory beledeed 
to God. We discussed the temptations that 
come to us along this line. Saul’s reward 
comes in the unity of the people, the great 
rejoicings at Gilgal, and in the celebration of 
the peace-offerings, signifying fellowship with 
God. 

Next Week's Lesson 
Home- Work for the Girls 


For Ms in preparation for Review Sun- 
ay: 

Give the number of judges, the time of 
the judges, and the name of the last 
judge. 

Give the reasons for the change in gov- 
ernment, 

Name the first king of Israel. 

How has God shown in our lessons his 
hatred of sin? 


Read 1 Samuel 12, 13, 14 : 1-46. 

Golden Text: Romans 13 : 12. 

In what way did Saul disobey God? 
(1 Sam, 13 : 8-13). 

Moopy CuHurRCH, CHICAGO, 
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Pucker’s ‘‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


" Ws Saul the right kind of man for a 
king ?’’ was teacher’s first ques- 
tion. (a) 

‘*You bet,’? sung out Bulldog Jones, 
** Tle was a cracker-jack.’’ 

‘* That’s hardly a respectful way to speak 
of a king,’’ said teacher, looking sort of dis- 
gusted. ‘‘ Tell me what shows that Saul had 
kingly stuff in him.” 

(Continued on next page) 
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Do This 


To Learn How Folks Enjoy 
Puffed Rice and Wheat 





Serve a heaping dish for breakfast 
—either Puffed Wheat or Rice. 
Note how folks pass back for more 
a --- until the last grain 
is gone. Then ask 
them what they 
want to-morrow. 
Leave a package 
where hungry boys 
can get it in the af- 
ternoon. Or girls 
can get it when 


Note how the pack- 





making fudge. 


age melts away before they get 
enough. 





Or at suppertime surround a bowl 
of milk with Puffed Wheat, bread 
and crackers. And note how every 
one selects the Puffed Wheat for his 
milk 


| Serve What 
They Prefer 


That is our only plea. If they 
like something else better than 
Puffed Wheat or Rice, let them 
have it. But don’t deny them if 
their preference is for these bubbles 
of toasted grain. 




















Remember that these are. Prof. 
Anderson’s scientific foods. Every 
granule has been steam exploded 
so it easily digests. 

These are the best-cooked 
cereals known. In no other way 
are these grains made so fit for food. 
If, m addition, your folks find them 
enticing, don’t you think that they 
should get them ? 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
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Advertising .Rates 


80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each 
amsertion (fourteen lines to the inch). For 
detailed information address ‘The Keligious 
Press Association, 901 Witherspoon build- 
ing, Philadelphia. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old or new subscribers, 
in the United States and Canada, These 
rates include postage : 

Five or more copies, either to 
$1.00 Separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one .address, $1.00 each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 copies jess than five, $#.50 each, 
One cory, gh years, $6.00, 

ne free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 
5 Por Great Britain, M French Downie, 21 

or r n, r,t. wie, 

wot, Great Bri London, rE C., will receive yearly 
or halt-year!y subscriptions at the above rate, the paper 
to be mailed direct from Philadel) to the subscrib- 
ers. Mr, Downie can also supply the other publications 
of The Sunday School Times Company. 





- per year, 


The inpe is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
euable all the teachers of a school to examine it, 
will be sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY ScCHooL Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelpinia, Pa. 








Are You Winning Souls? 


A booklet which presents the possibilities 
and responsibilities of service for God is 


Individual 
Soul Winning 


Its Obligations and Its Methods 


The following chapters by noted teach- 
ers and personal workers will furnish 
much suggestive material for the Chris- 
tian worker : 

THE SUMMONS TO CHRISTIAN SERV- 
IcE. By R. A. Torrey, D.D. 

WuHo SHOULD Do PERSONAL WORK? 
By Charles M. Alexander. 

A PERSONAL EXPERIENCE IN PER- 
SONAL WorRK. By George T. B. 
Davis. 

THE ART OF TAKING MEN ALIVE. 
By Charles Gallaudet ‘Trumbull. 


The price of the booklet is ten cents each, 
or $1.00 per dosen, postpaid, 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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STRENGTH ire 4 
a) Pa 


Efficiency engineering in the Sunday-school is 
just as needful as in a big manufacturing plant. 
“ MORE needful,” you say? Then send for 
a catalog of books that will show you how. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut Street,- _- Philadelphia, Pa. 








THE BEST WAY 


COMMUNION SERVICE 


It is conceded that the individual 
communion cup is the best. 
Why not introduce it now? 


a 
The quality of our Service is 
finest on the market. 

Quality—not price—sheuld determine 
your choice. 


. Write for Illustrated Price List 


INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE COMPANY 


1701-1703 Chestnut St, Philadelphia’ 
—_—_—_——_——X——— 
INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


and sanitary method 
Send for and i 
Sond copalos, n epecial 


SERVICE CO. Bes S LIMA, OF10. 


a BELLS == 


Peal McSuane Ba. Founsnr Co.. Bci wont, 


Soren enenennatema marae aumento ntrnsar ecm ta 
ood’s famous “‘Beau- 
te Fancy Poultry”: Blue Andalusians.” 























ers, large yn ee oe everywhere. What Women 
Can Make. Circular free. O.P. ,Emsworth,Pa. 








GREAT 


Sunday School. 
Fully orchestrated. 


Ask how to obtain cur 





mBILLY SUNDAY 







q “i An exceptional book of merit that will commend itself to 
your judgment. 
It is he one book that supplies every need for Church and 


» i A returnable copy mailed for examination upon request. 
Cash with the order price, Cloth, $25 ; Limp, $18; Manilla, $12.50 per 100, not prepaid. 


new music at half price. Rodeheaver Co. + 4 Hparsenet ng Patitphta 


onan 7 ~—— 
The song book used in all the 


campaigns is 


REVIVAL HYMNS No. TWO 


Every page has a singable song. 











The 1915 Bible Success Band Booklets may be ordered from | 
The Sunday School Times at 15 cents for a single copy (includ-| 


ing the card of membership) or in quantities of ten or more at 
zo cents each. 


The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 








Non-setters — great lay- | 





Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
( Continued from preceding page) 
** Tie was seven feet tall,’’ answered little 
Carl, ‘*and awfully fine-looking.” 
** He didn’t shove himself forward,’’ put 
in Bumps, ‘‘’cause he hid out when he 


-thought they were going to elect him.”’ 


** Iie could stick to his job, for he hunted 
three days for them mules,’’ added Fatty, 

Then teacher called for my home question, 
what Saul did after he was chosen Ties. I 
told how he went back home and kept on 
farming till the right time should come. 
‘Yeacher asked what trait that indicated, and 
we said patience. Sohe made a list of these 
things about Saul on the blackboard. 

Next Cari told of the call for help that 
came to Saul’s town and made him so mad, 
Carl said the mean old Ammonites over east 
of the tiver were going to capture Jabesh, 
the capital of Gilead, and put out the peo- 

le’s right eyes. The Jabeshites sent to 
ul’s tribe for help, but nobody knew what 
to do till Saul came in from the field, and he 
says, ‘‘ Why, we'll just go over there and 
lick the stuffing out of those Ammonites, 
that’s what we’ll do ’’; and he did, 

Teacher added ‘* Brave’’ and ‘ Unself- 
ish ’’ to the list on the board, Then he had 
Fred tell who these Ammonites were, and 
Fatty showed Jabesh-gilead on the map. (b) 

Bumps told how Saul chopped up his yoke 
of oxen, and sent the bloody chunks of meat 
to all the villages as a warning to the men 
that they had better come and help fight or 
he’d chop up their oxen, and they came in a 
hurry. 

‘* That was a funny way to call them,” 
says Fatty. 

**It was a strong sign,’’ said teacher. 
** but sometimes it takes that to wake people 
up. Have any of you read ‘The Lady of 
the Lake’?”’ he went on. None of us ever 
had, so he told about the ‘fiery cross,” as 
he called it, that they used to send around 
to rally the Highland clans in Scotland. ‘‘It 
was something like this,’’ he added, opening 
our table drawer and taking out two black 
sticks tied together crosswise. ‘* They were 
set on fire, and then the fire put out by dip- 

ing the cross in blood,’’ he explained. 

hen a messenger showed it to all the peo- 
ple as.a sign of whatithreatened them if they 
did not rally to Scotland’s defense.’’ (c) 

Bulldog Jones likes to tell about: battles, 
so teacher had given him the question about 
this one. He had some wheat and rice to 
stand for the soldiers, so he laid the map 
down on the table and marched them around 
there just like it was. The wheat he put ‘in 
a circle around Jabesh for the Ammonites. 
Then he marched the rice across the Jordan, 
with one big grain ahead for Saul. . He said 
it was in the night, and they divided into 
three companies, and slipped around on 
three sides of the Ammonites. When Bull- 
dog got the three groups of rice ail ready, 
he said it was early morning, Saul gave the 
command to charge the enemy, and they 
just gobbled them up. (d) 

**Can anybody think of any better plan 
for this battle ?’’ asked teacher, and when 
we couldn’t he said Saul must have planned 
it very carefully. He didn’t just stave ahead 
without any care. So he added ** Careful ’’ 
to the diagram on the board. (e) 

** Now, Bert,’’ he went on, ‘* we have an- 
swered part of your question about Saul’s 
kingly qualities, but there is one we haven’t 
touched. You may tell that.’? So Bert told 
about the mean fellows that sneered at Saul’s 
being king, and how the people wanted to 
kill them. But Saul wouldn’t let them be 
hurt. So teacher put on the board ‘For- 
giving,’’ and the whole diagram read (f) : 





APPEARANCE 
MODESTY 
PATIENCE 
COURAGE 
HELPFULNESS 
CAREFULNESS 
FORGIVING 


KINGLY 
TRAITS 











Mr. Mason told how all the people with 
Saul held another big camp-meeting at a 
place called Gilgal, and crowned Saul king 
before the Lord. He showed us the lesson 
picture, 1 a broad valley with a little village 
in it and roads leading off in different direc- 
tions.» He said Saul’s messengers with the 
chunks of meat in their hands ran along just 


1See “ Visiting the ‘Lesson Scenes,” page 132 in 
this issue. 
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such paths to just such villages in this very 
valley calling the people to arms, and that 
the place where they held the camp-meeting 
was off in the hills about ten miles across 
the valley. Here they prayed God’s bless- 
ing on the new king. 


** Remember, boys,”” went on Mr. Mason, © 


**you can’t be kingly unless you have the 
King of kings in your heart.’” Then he 
wrote one more sentence on the board: 
**Only Christ our king can make us kingly.’’ 


Questions for next week are : 

What nation was Israel’s chief enemy at 
this time? 

How large a standing army did Saul have ? 

How were Saul’s men armed ? 

Describe the two armies at Michmash, 

What was an armor-bearer ? 

What great faith did Jonathan show? 

How did God give them the victory ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
L Beginning. 
Was Saul the right kind of man for king? 


4I, Saul’'s Good Qualities. 


What shows that he had kingly stuffin him ? 
(Begin diagram.) 

What did Saul do after being chosen king ? 

What trait did that show? 

What need called him to public service ? 

What traits did he show now? 

Who were the Ammonites ? 

Where was Jabesh-Gilead ? 


How did Saul call the people to arms ? 


(Show model of fiery cross.) . 
Describe the battle. (Act it out with wheat 
and rice.) 
In what way was Saul a good general? 
How did Saul treat his enemies? 


lll, Being Kingly Boys. 
How can you boys be kingly? (Use dia- 


gram.) 
What meeting did the people hold at 
Gilgal? (Picture.) 


Why did they want to crown Saul ? 
What is the only way for us to be kingly ? 
(Complete diagram.) 
TerRRE Haute, IND, 





For Family Worship 


By John Timothy Stone, D.D, 





HE book of Proverbs is ful! of many val- 
uable rules of conduct, among them 
the verse which is our Golden Text 

for the week: ‘** He that is slow to anger is 
better than the mighty ; and he that ruleth his 
spirit, than he that taketh a city ’’ (Prov. 16 : 
32). What a wonderful thing it would be if 
during this week all the young people in our 
homes who learn this verse could also appre- 
ciate the value and beauty of self-control. 





March 8 to 14 


Mon.—1 Sam. 11. Saul Gains His Kingdom. 

To the Israelites it must indeed have 
seemed that God approved of their demand 
for a king. They had asked for some one to 
lead them in battle. Saul’s first public act 
is to conquer the Ammonites. The hearts 
of the people are won, and his way lies clear 
before him, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray large prayers. 
**We cannot think better than God will do.”” 
Pray for a vision to see theneed of the world 
which shall lift us out of our unbelief and 
hardness of heart, so that we may really de- 
sire the salvation of all men. 


Tues.—1 Som. 10: 17-27. Saul Chosen King. 

Few men have such a start in their career 
as Saul; chosen by God, vouched for by 
Samuel, and surrounded by- men whose 
hearts God had touched. Outward cir- 
cumstances cannot touch the inward springs 
of a man’s life. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for Mexico ; 
that peace may come in that land; for the 
missionaries now going back to their posts ; 
that they may be able to take advantage of 
the larger opportunities of service. 


Wed.—1 Sam. 13: 1-9. Saul’s Sacrifice. 

How difficult it is for,us to wait for God's 
time. ‘‘Samuel came not’’; and Saul, fol- 
lowing his own impatient impulse, started on 
the road of disobedience, 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the na- 
tive American race—the Indian; . for the 
neglected tribes; for a supply of suttable 
ministers ant lay workers: for the protec- 
tion and guidance of converts. One-half of 
the Indians in the United States are not ad- 
herents of any church—pray for them. 
































LESSON FOR MARCH 14 (: Sam. 11) 


Thurs.—1 Sara. 13: 10-23. Israel's Peril. 

Israel} was truly in a pitiful plight: over- 
run by the Philistines, weaponless, led by a 
king who had been told by Samuel, ‘* Thy 
kingdom shall be taken from thee.’’ 

PRAYER SvuGGEsTIONS: Pray that to-day 
all Christians may “*adorn the doctrine of 
Jesus Christ” ; that those who see us may 
see him in us and be led to follow him. 
Fri.—Luke 20: 19-26. 

Human and Divine . Gea 

Christ never taught that accepting as 
our ruler meant throwing off man’s law, but 
exactly the opposite, 

PRAYER SuccEstTions: Pray for those who 
serve in Christ's name without realising it ; 
for those who give of themselves and their 
means to uplift humanity, who have not 
openly confessed Christ. 


Sat.—Rom. 13: 1-7. Obedience to Rulers. 

The best Christian will be-the best citizen, 
True reverence includes not only God, but 
thoze who are placed in authority over us, 
magnifying the office, 

PRAYER SuccEsTions: Pray for the for- 
cign-speaking people within our own bor- 
drs; that they may understand what Chris- 
tian. citizenship means; that we may teach 
them not only by precept but by example, 


Sun.—Acts 4: 5-22. Boldness of Obedience. 

Sometimes human and divine. authority 
come into conflict.. There is a story of cer- 
tain Korean laborers refusing to work on the 
Sabbath. Threatenings and punishment 
were of no avail, They were the only Chris- 
tians in the village, but through their stead- 
fastness many were led to believe. ‘‘ Whether 
it is right... to hearken unto you rather 
than unto God, judge ye.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for the chil- 
dren in the Sunday-schools all over the 
world; for those who teach them. Pray that 
the next generation may be well grounded in 
the faith. 


The Young People’s | 
Prayer-Meeting — | 





| By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, March ‘14, 1915 


Tests of My Christianity (Matt. ro: 
x6-31). An honorary members’ 
Ee meeting. 


THE SUNDA¥ SCHOOL TIMES 


Some Christians can not endure failure or 
disappointment. So long as all is bright and 
things move smoothly they are confident and 

py. But let things go against them and 
ifficulties arise and clouds cover the face of 
God and lo, their faith collapses. But our 
Lord met more failure and disappointment 
than ever came to any other servant of God, 
He camé to his own and his own rejected him. 
His own disciples misunderstood him. And 
his nation crucified him, With what result? 
Simply that his heart kept its unruffled calm 
and his faith in God and in his own victory 
was unshaken, We need not fear that any 
earthly darkness can eclipse the Light of the 
World. No European war can dethrone him 
or destroy his Kingdom. 


% 


Other Christians who can endure failure 
cannot endure success, As one of the young 
leaders of China wrote in the days when re- 

blican institutions were breaking down in 
Peking, ‘** Education will not suffice. I have 
seen men here from the best universities of 
the West and I have seen these men go down 
like chaff before the wind of success and of 
temptation, We must have men with Christ 
inthem.’? Success easily:turns men’s heads. 
They think that they did it themselves and 
they forget God. More men can endure 
hardness than can endure softness,as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ. 


Our Christianity is only real and secure 
when it can stand alone. It is a good thing 
to have the support of fellow Christians and 
we are doing right these days in laying ever 

reater par: He on our corporate Christian 
life and in emphasizing Christian fellowship 
and co-operation, but men are wanted who, 
like Danijel, will dare to stand alone, 


% 


When was Peter’s discipleship tested? 
What broke it down? 


The shame we feel when we are faithful in 
the face of opposition or ridicule or indiffer- 
ence is small in comparison with the shame 
we shall feel afterwards if we are faithless. 


The crown of life is promised not to the 
untested but to the tried and faithful. 


There is no joy greater’ than the joy of meet- 
ing victoriously the forces which challenge 
Christian faith. 


How would we be rated to-day under a 
strict testing? Sixty percent pure? Under 
standard ? 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


\Mon.—By temptation (Matt. 1 : 1-11). 
‘lukS.—By failure (Luke 22 : 54-62). 
WrED.—By suecess (Acts 14 : 8-18). 
‘THURS.—By martyrdem (Rev. 2 : 8-11). 
FRI.—By daily life (1 Tim. 6 : 1-8). 
SatT.—By Christ's example (Phil. 2 : 4-16). 











How has my Christianity been tested ? 
Why should we take Christianity seriously ? 
Why should we test our own sincerity ? 


VERY temptation is a trial but not 
every trial is a temptation. God never 
tempts us but he often tries us (James 

1:2, 3, 13). The only way strength can be 
developed is by effort. A child tries its powers, 
and by trying them enlarges them, All that 
we have that is worth anything we have as 
the result of our own or some other person’s 
effort. It cost trial that tested us or some 
one else to and beyond the point of any pre- 
vieus achievement. It was by meeting the 
new test that the bounds of power and pos- 
session were advanced. We are not to flinch 
from such testings. We are to welcome 
them with joy. 
% 


Unsolicited temptation is a test we must 
never fear. If we deliberately venture into 
unnecessary temptation we shall probably 
suffer for it. The promise of deliverance from 
such temptation has been made to us. But 
even the fiercest temptation which assails us 
in the path of duty is impotent against us. 
Our Christianity will not only have no diffi- 
culty in resisting it; we shall be the better 
and stronger Christians for the ordeal. But 
may we be sure of conquering our temptations 
which come afterus? Assure as God’s word 
is true, we may. If our Christianity suc- 
cumbs to such temptations it is because it is 
not real and complete. God is faithful and 


if we lean on him he will certainly deliver. 





The Doctor’s Wife 
Agrees With Him About Food 


A trained nurse says: ‘‘In the prac- | 


tice of my profession I have found so 
many points in favor of Grape-Nuts 
food that | unhesitatingly recommend 
it to all my patients. 

“It is delicate and pleasing to the 
palate (and essential in food for the 
sick) and can be adapted to all ages, 
being softened with milk or cream for 


babies or the aged when deficiency of | 


teeth renders mastication impossible. 
For fever patients or those on liquid 
diet I find Grape-Nuts and albumen 
water very nourishing and refreshing. 

‘‘This recipe is my own idea and is 
made as follows: Soak a teaspoonful 
of Grape-Nuts in a glass of water for an 
hour, strain and serve with the beaten 
white of an egg and a spoonful of fruit 
juice for flavoring. his affords a 
great deal of nourishment that even the 
weakest stomach can assimilate without 
any distress. 

**My husband is a physician and he 
uses Grape-Nuts himself and orders it 
many times for his patients. 

** Personally I regard a dish of Grape- 
Nuts with fresh or stewed fruit as the 
ideal breakfast for any one—well or 
sick.” 

In stomach trouble, nervous prostra- 
tion, etc., a 10-day trial of Grape-Nuts 
will usually work wonders toward 
nourishing and rebuilding and in this 
way end the trouble. Name given by 
Postum Co., Battle Creek, Mich. 

Look in pkgs. for the famous little 
book, ‘* The Road to Wellville.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time to time.. They 
are genuine, true, and full of human 
interest. 





From Dr. J. R. Miller's 
Personal Letters — 


Selections from some of the choicest of Dr. 
Maller’s letters on séul problems will be 
continued in the Times during 
the early weeks of 1915 


49. Influence in Obscure Places 


OU speak of the feeling that your life is 
not bringing forth the fruit which you 
would like to have it bring forth, owing 

to your limitations,.-I would not indulge 
feelings of this kind if L were you. You are 
God’s child and God knows where it is best 
to use you. Although the range of your 
influence may not seem to be very. wide, 
you never can tell to what length the in- 
fluence will reach in the future. . When one 
touches another life-with a word, or. with 
some kindness done, or, through the im- 
pression made by some act or service, one 
never knows what the end of this good thing 
willbe. |. my 
It was my privilege about twenty years 
ago to spend a year and a half in a town in 
Illinois, as pastor of a church, I came 
away soon to accept the editorial position 
which I have filled ever since. . Last.year it 
was my privilege to return. to this town. to 





At the close of the service a lady spoke to 
me and saidethat she wished to thank me 
for a kindness I had done her when I lived 
in that town, then nineteen years ago. She 
was teaching her first term in the. public 
school, and one afternoon I- passed the 
school door just as she left the house, going 
home. . She.was very much discouraged 
after the day’s work, which seemed to her 
to have been. gn entire failure. I walked 
with her for. three or four blocks and said to 
her a few encouraging words, trying to make 
her brayer and stronger for, the work. that 
she was finding so hard,: -Shé told .me, that 
all the nineteen years since, these words had 
been an.inspiration to her, that her life had 
been richer,and happier,and more success- 
ful invevery way, and that that five minutes’ 
talk was the source of all the blessing. 

This illustrates what I say to you, that 
one never.can tell what good may come 
from a very small thing, done in a very quiet 
and unostentatious way, and then altogether 
forgotten. Make your life as .rich and 
beautiful as you possibly can just where you 
are. Let the influence of it go out, touch« 
ing the lives about you, even the humblest 
and lowliest of them, Ask God every day 
to give you power to be a blessing to others, 
to every one you. touch, a strengthening 





influence, a comfort, an encouragement. 
Do not think that the place is so small and 
the number of people you touch so few, or 
their character so lowly, that it is. not worth 
while to live up to your best.” Live always 
up to your best, filled with Christ’s life and 
love, and thus you will be a blessing to the 


world, just the blessing God wants you to 
be. 
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preach an anniversary sermon in the church. | 


















This shows Reed & Barton’s newest 
style of Individual Communion Tray. 
Its patented celluloid lining makes it 
absolutely noiseless. Sterling or plated 
trays. Glass cups; also sterling or plated 
silver cups, plain or lined with gold. 


Fifth Avenue and 32d Street, New York 








This little space is used tor a big purpose,— 
to suggest that you send for a Sunday School 
Times catalog of needed books: Will you? 














The 
**‘ What-To-Teach ”’ 
Paper 
The Sunday School Times 


Free specimen copy gladly 
sent by us to 
your friends 











When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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Field,”’ 


+¢Can My Church Have a Revival ?”’ 
“How the Layman Jumped into the Evangelistic 


‘«¢ The Power of Music in Modern Evangelism.” 
«‘ The Sensational Evangelism of the Sawdust Trail.”’ 
‘+s What Beoks and Tracts for Soul-Winning ? ” 
‘¢ When the Preachers Quizzed Moody on How to Do It.” 


All these in the Evangelism Number of The Sunday 





School Times next week. 








Help distribute specimen 





copies of it by sending names of ministers, Christian 
workers and friends who are not yet subscribers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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.. By the most eminent 
Christian Scholars 
From the oldest manuscripts 


The best version of the Scrip- 
tures ever produced 


Prices from 35 cents up— for sale by leading 
Booksellers—send for Booklet and Price List te 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Bible Publishers for Over 50 Years 
381 A Fourth Avenue, New York 
Agents Wanted for the Cross Reference Bible 


NEW EASTER MUSIC 


528 Elm Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, has published new, for this 
Easter season, the following selections : 
wo eviges for Sunday Schools, 
One Choir ratorio-Cantata, 
wo Choir Anthems, 
ive Solos, sheet music, for high or low voice, 
tws Soprano and Alto Duets, 


wo Trios, one for women's voices and one for 
men’s voices, 


intet for four women and a baritone, 
wo ertete for Men, octavo, 
ne artet for Women, octavo, and 
wo Trios for Women, octavo. 

Select from the list what interests you, ask for 
returnable samples, and they will be mailed 


promptly. 












these and still other choice selections. Address 


as ahove. 


Free 











Day of Resurrection ) §65\)ocs. {or Sunday Schools. 
nd roc in stam one 
Tbetriumph Stary. (asses. 4% Cope 
Tri on zen, $4.2! 100, - 

id. Samples ¢ 
The Unbarred } lms or Superintendents. 


Anthems and Choir Cantatas for Easter. Samples 
at our expense tor examination. 

Easter Helper. 1 - A Book of Exercises, 
Recitations and Irills for Faster. 


Hall-Mack Co., 1018-20 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Free Easter Music 





Free Samples to Pastors and Su- 
The Royal Victor }erintendents, 5c each, 38c the 
The Radiant Li doz., $4.28 the 100, postpaid. 


New Solo for Easter. “As it is Written,” by C, 
Austin Miles and C, Kohimann. List price S0c. Send 
1gc for « copy or 20c for this and one other solo. 

Mary, the Doubter’s Daughter, by C. Austin 


Miles. Thrilling story with music. Send roc fora copy. | 


Adam Geibel Music Co., 1020 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


Easter Services 


“ HAIL HIS NA oe . . 
“y ster Echoes 9, 32 (Music and Word Edition). 


sUs 

saster Echoes No. 31 (Music and Word Edition). 

Music Edition—s cents per copy, 55 cents per dozen, 

.25 per hun » prepaid. 
Wo a Bdition— $1.00 per hundred, less than a hun- 
» 1% cents each. 

Send 6 conts for package containing one each of the 
above, also Easter Catalogue and illustrated cir- 
one of Easter Collection Device 

copes To our ster 
‘ Ty coats ‘or 26 Easter Services. 
Our Catalogue only—FREE 
Co In 249 Dock Street 
ENC _Philedsiphia 


Easter Services 
FREE 
Tollar-Meredith 14 W. Washington St, Chicago 


Site) Sctakesendenas ox Mais 
‘ ii: KAR KA” 
DEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL HYMNS 


Committees on request. 
Orchestrated. ($25 the hundred.) Send for returnable 


Ss. 
Services. Send 





265 W. 36th St., 
Sample or Free specimen hymns and plan. 
HALL-MACK O0., 1020 ARGH STREET PHILADELPHIA 


n HOME -MANING. THE NEW PROFESSION.” is a ro0-pp. il- 
lustra handbook —uit’s t k. Home study 
Domestic Science courses. For home-making, teach- 
eons weilspuid positions. AMERICAN SCHOOL OF 
~- & Economics, soz W. 6oth St.. Curcaco, It. 


REVIVAL AIDS [2k Paster 


ks, Tracts, Hymnals, Bible Sendy Courses, etc. 
fastitate Colpertage Ass'n, 812N 
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By Samuel Scoville, de. 


HE time of the singiag of birds has come. 
The first one of the singers is the song- 
sparrow, a little brown chap with a 

black blotch in the middle of his streaked 
breast, who in southern Pennsylvania spends 
the winter with us. Early in March he 
begins to sing, a little hoarse and wheezy 
at first, but by the end of the month he is in 
ee voice. He is never the equal, though, of 
is little brother the field-sparrow, who has a 
voice like a tiny silver flute, Last year I 
first saw this sparrow on March 27th, and 
the year before on. March 16th. He has a 
= beak and an unmarked breast. Even 
vefore his song the winter is not entirely a 
silent season, for there is never a day with- 
out some bird-notes, There is always the 
far-away caw of the crow from the frozen sky, 
the grunt of the nuthatch, the twitter of 
the downy woodpecker, the sharp click of 
the junco, while now and then the Carolina 
wren can’t wait another minute for spring. 
Then he darts up to a low bough and from 
the heart of the thicket rings out a wild song 
that can be heard a quarter of a mile away. 
** Whee-oodle, whee-oodle, whee-oodle, 
wheu, wheu,’’ he whistles. He has a white 
line over his eye and is the largest of our 
five wrens. 

Sometimes too on a sunny winter morning 
another singer is heard. -Blood-red against 
the white snow, the cardinal raises his crest 
and whistles, ‘** Whit! whit! teu! teu! teu- 
u-u!’’ He will answer a good imitation 
of this call, flitting up nearér and nearer each 
time. One false note, however, and he is 
contemptuously silent and can not be per- 
suaded to speak again. 

The first bird back from the South is the 
| one with the sky-color on his back and the 
earth-color on his breast, the dear bluebird, 
with his ‘sweet gentlé call, and little warbling 

ng. Last year I saw and-heard him on 


we,» +e, 
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red-winged blackbird, the Gipd who wears 
the splendid crimson epaulettes and say, 
| **O-ca-vee’’ in all the wet meadows. The 
female is a speckled brown bird who would 
‘ hardly be recognized away from her mate. 
Last year I saw the robin on February 22nd, 
but overlooked the red-wing until March 
16th. Soon after the red-wing there steals 
in a disreputable relative with a brown neck 
and head, who usually perches alone on the 
top twigs of some tree and sings a song of 
one long-drawn out note, followed by two 
shorter ones, Sometimes he is accompanied 
by several of his wives, for the cow-black- 
bird or lazy-bird, as he is called, is a bad 
one and his wives are worse. When the 
nesting season comes, instead of making a 
nest us every other bird does, they sneak 
around until they find some other bird away 
from her nest for a minute, Then the lazy- 
bird drops one of her eggs in to be hatched 
and raised by the little foster-mother at the 
cost of the lives of her own children, which 
the fledgling will at last roll out. Out of 
four chipping-sparrows’ nests found on my 
place one year, three contained one or more 
cow-iird’s eggs and I also found one-in the 
nest of a red-eyed vireo, . Last year -I1 first 
saw. this cradle-robber on March 26th, the 
year before on March 27th. 

Just before the cow-bird slinks back, the 
big, bright cheerful flicker or high-hole 
arrives, Except for the rare -pileated. wood- 
pecker of our northern woods and the almost 
extinct ivory-billed woodpecker of the far 
southern forests, the flicker is the largest of 
our woodpeckers. He wears a crimson bar 
across his back, has a spotted buffy breast, 
black-and-gold wings and a white patch just 
above his tail. Along with him comes 
another long-billed bitd who has a goldén 
breast with a black crescent in the center of 
it and snowy outer tail feathers. He glides 
like an aeroplane over our meadows and 
has a honey-sweet song. One of thé loge 
liest of the sounds of springs are 
drawling liquid notes of tre -meaduw-lagh, 
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Last year I saw him on February 22nd and 
the flicker on March 19th, 

In late March or early April comes a 
strange wild call from the sky anda 
long tiarrow-winged bird with snowy, breast 
barred with black skims by. It i¢ the kill- 
et one of the plovers, who haunts upland 


_ One of the most regular birds in its return 
is the little Quakeress Phoebe, who makes a 
nest of green moss. She comes north on 
almost the same day each year, March 29th, 
= and 27th are my dates for the 

t three years, 

Another bird that is found by the end of 
March along rivets and e streams is the bi 
Sp prea and white kingfisher with its cal 
ike the roll of a watchman’s rattle. Some 
morning in March too you will hear.the low, 
sorrowful, ‘* coo-coo, coo-coo ”’ of the mourn- 
ing dove. One year I found its nest, a little 
platform of sticks, with two white on 
the last we! of March, In southern Penn- 
sylvania the grim black buzzard with its 
great fanged wings wheels through the sky 
in early Spring. Last year I first saw him 
on March 14th, and the year before on Feb- 
ruary 23rd, 

‘Two more names, and the list of the early- 
comers is about complete. On February 
23rd last year, I first saw the fox-sparrow, 
the largest of all the sparrews. ‘Tawny 
brown in color, with a spotted breast, he is 
often taken by a novice for a hermit thrush, 
The size of the two is about the same, Lut the 
fox can be told by the tawny color of its back 
and the heavily-marked breast. ‘Ire her- 
mit also has a habit of slowly and stiffly 
raising its tail, while the fox-sparrow scratches 
among the leaves like @ little hen. Some- 
times on a sunny day a flock of fox-sparrows 
will break out all together into a rare burst 
of tinkling, rippling song that is to be long 
remembered, 

Last, but not least, is the little, gentle, 
chipping sparrow, with his chestnut-colored 
topknot and little subdued song, from which 
he gets his name, It is nota very loud or 
lieautiful one, but he always sings with all 
his might and the hermit-thrush himself can 
do no more, 

In May the warblers come back, more 
than a score of different kinds of ‘bright 
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he } cRosemonr, Pa. 
| The robin is a close third, followed by the}’ 
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Can You Answer These 
Questions? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


Which of the tribes were destined to 
be divided and scattered from the be- 
ginning ? 

. What exiles could only return home 
when the high priest died ? 


. Which one of the tribes of Is: .el tought 
successfully from their mountain fast- 
nesses against all the other tribes, and 
from whom came the first king of the 
children of Israel ? 


What great altar built on a high moun- 
tain nearly caused a religious war ? 


How did a little slave-girl bring about 
the cure of a great general of a loath- 
some disease ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 
166. The king of Moab, when besieged 


offering to his god Chemosh, after hav- 
ing tried in vain to cut his way through 
the - allied lime with’ seven hundred 
chosen men. The besieging armies 
withdrew in horror at this desperate 
act (2:Kings 3 : 26,27; Num. 21 : 29.) 
167. The Shunammite woman who built and 
furnished a room for Elisha the prophet 
(2 Kings 4 : 14-17). 
168. Achsah, the daughter of Caleb, after 
he had been won by Othniel as a re- 
© (ata for capturing the city of Kiriath- 
gepiver (Josh. 15 : 16-19). 
469. The five daughters of Zelophehad(Num. 
27:4, 4,53 Josh. 17 : 3-5). 





170. Elisha (2 Kings.4 : 42-44). 
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Medicine, 
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did they write such letters?” 
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YOU were one of 


the world’s leaders, you, too, would 


letter ! 


For imagine yourself in such a man’s 
omy. the height of your powers, 

ut handicapped by stubborn ill- 
health that threatens your very care@f? 


And then suppose that you begin to 
take Sanatogen, the food tonic. Aind 
as it feeds and rebuilds the impov- 
erished nerve cells, you FEEL 
old-time vitality. return, with 
vigor of mind and a new elasticity of 


the 


ay, even 
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